Bay Area Council Meeting

Saturday, September 13, 2008

Richardson Bay Audubon Center

76 Greenwood Beach Road, Tiburon, CA 94920

Notes by Garry George and Mike Perlmutter
Agenda
· Chapter and Audubon California Board reports

· Legislative update – Garry George
· Grant/Funding update – Garry George

· Audubon California Strategic Plan update – Garry George
· Announcement of new SF Bay Audubon webpage and calendar - Mike Perlmutter

· Compensating trip leaders? - Jim Edgar

· Richardson Bay Island Restoration – Kerry Wilcox, Audubon California

· BAAC meeting structure and goals – Mike Perlmutter
· Scheduling 2009

Attending: 

George Chrisman, Seqouia

Jerry Karr, Napa-Solano
Cheryl Harris, Napa-Solano
Robin Leong, Napa-Solano

Bob Hirt, Santa Clara Valley
Nancy Teater, Santa Clara Valley

Bob Speckles, Madrone

Janeann Erickson, Madrone

Mary Edith Moore, Madrone

Gerald Moore, Madrone
Helen Lindquist, Marin

Lowell Sykes, Marin

Rich Cimino, Ohlone

Evelyn Cormier, Ohlone

Jim Edgar, Mt. Diablo

Garry George – Audubon California
Mike Perlmutter – Audubon California
Chapter Reports

Ohlone - Rich Cimino
· Army is transferring 120 acres to city of Dublin, prime habitat for Burrowing Owl and Kit Fox. Army has three bidders for property, but none meet the Army’s criteria so the Army is working with developers. They are in touch with Fish & Game. 
· Ohlone is involved in Zone 7, Niles Creek which flows into Bay. Just finished Streamwise in Alameda County – a three year project. Zone 7 is $ 98,000,000 under budget so financial problems. Coyote Hills development is moving at snail’s pace. 
· Ball park next to Don Edwards Wildlife Refuge is going at snail’s pace. City Council has pushed back due to environmental impacts and concerns. Ohlone is focused on burrowing owl habitat.  Currently, Cisco owns the ball park property and want to sell it to the As after Fremont does all the reviews. Rich hopes to write a letter to Cisco President to talk about environmental concerns. 
· 130 acres of Hayward shores open space. Land trusts failed due to high real estate prices. 

Santa Clara Valley - Nancy Teater; Bob Hirt
· Stanford is working on Habitat Conservation Plan so that they will have an overall programmatic plan for their holdings rather than going piece by piece. They say they also want to protect riparian habitat.

· Palo Alto Baylands Comprehensive Plan is undergoing revision. Big controversy about the composting facility between sustainability folks (don’t want trucks hauling waste further down the Bay) and pro-parks people (want pristine park). Parks Commission recommended that the composting facility be discontinued. 

· Julia Levin is giving a climate change presentation on Oct. 15.
· Wildlife Education Day is Oct. 25 big city effort with kids, City Council participates, great outreach event that brings in new members.

· offering Chapter Only memberships to fund newsletter. $ 4/member for each issue to service.

· received $50,000 anonymous gift

Madrone  - Gerald and Mary Edith Moore, Bob Speckles, and Janeann Erickson
· Also member of Petaluma wetlands alliance, a Committee of Madrone which started independently but merged with Madrone. Petaluma has 500 acres of wetlands. Petaluma Wetlands Alliance and Madrone want to have a nature center. Audubon California recommended that the chapter create strategic and business plans for the nature center. Funding for nature center in these times is too big a challenge so Madrone may table plans on nature Center. 
· Shollenberger marsh dried up for the first time ever due to conduits put in by developers that were supposed to be for storm water drainage but instead diverted water from the marsh to the subdivision. This is a violation of Sec. 404 of Clean Water Act.  Gerald has been documenting the violation (crawling into the coduit with flashlight and camera to take pictures!) and will take his evidence to the City of Petaluma next week. 
· Dutra Corp wants to build asphalt production plant within 100 ft. of Petaluma River just across from Schollenberger Park. Madrone fought Draft and Final Environmental Impact Reports and showed up in force at Sonoma County City Council Planning Commission and project is now on hold. Madrone wants the plant to contain pollution, lighting, and other impacts. 

FULL CONTAINMENT is FULL COMMITMENT
SAVE SCHOLLENBERGER PARK

There will be a public hearing on this issue, and Gerald will circulate an action alert (possibly through Mike)

16th Oct, 1 pm

Sonoma County permits and land management

2550 Ventura Ave

Santa Rosa, CA

(take Bicentennial off 101)

· Measure K on ballot. Would roll back the water rates to Jan, 2006 and cap at a rate that doesn’t exceed inflation. There would be a big financial impact on the City of Petaluma if it passes including defaulting on 2.4% loans and having to get new ones.  Madrone will be on the ballot information booklet opposing the measure.

· SMART (Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit): Madrone is not taking a position and is recommending that members decide for themselves. There is a lot of support for rail in Cloverdale and through the north, although members in the south find fault with it.

· had planning meeting at Mayacamas Sanctuary. Enthusiastic volunteer became Membership and Outreach Chair and is expanding Madrone’s presence throughout the County.

· Peewee Audubon is now called Junior Audubon program. Going to count Vaux’s Swifts led by Veronica Bowers who is also chair of Migratory Bird Day and other citizen science efforts. 

· Large development proposed for NW corner of Sonoma County: 19,000 acres called Preservation Ranch. Timberland conversion of 1900 acres into ridgeline vineyards. Vineyards are not contiguous. There are lots of Golden Eagle nests up there. Financial investments from CALPIRS. 

· Mayacamas Steering Committee has been re-activated. Trip has been planned to find Curtis’ office! Focusing on Pine Flat degradation issues where people shoot guns and dump their TVs (and sometimes shoot guns at their TVs!). 
· Discussion of putting Breeding Bird Atlas online, but wondering whether there should be an update first, 20 years later. Took 5 years of research, 5 years to write. Brits have a standard to update every 20 years. There is an AOU Subcommittee that deals with Atlases. Discussion by all chapters on value and intensive resources that it takes to produce BBAs. 
Marin - Helen Lindquist
· Bahia lands are being sculpted by heavy machinery and restored to tidal action. $15 million grant purchase. Upland section given to Marin County Open Space. Petluma River section was given to Fish & Game. Marin kept small portion of terrestrial habitat that fringes into the wetlands. Board members have been removing invasive non-natives like iceplant from these habitats. 

· Marin Audubon took a position against SMART (Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit) because of path through wetlands in Marin County, and because of the 10 foot wide bicycle path along rail. Freight train business sued SMART because of the bicycle path because it is a safety and homeland security issue. One of Marin County Supervisors (Charles McGlashan, District 3, president of Board) is head of SMART Transportation Committee. 

Napa/Solano - Cheryl Harris, Jerry Karr, Robin Leong
· 5th year of Solano Breeding Bird Atlas

· Toyota Together Green Innovation Grant to work with ICON estates and other vineyards to become more sustainable by removing non-native invasives and planting natives as habitat. 
· NSAS Grant committee – write wish list so that chapter is prepared to submit grants on short notice and Board is on-board for what projects are priorities for the chapter.  Committee hopes to write pre-proposals approved by Board so that grants will be ready to go. Would like to hold grant workshop at Asilomar. 
· Solano County is revising General Plan and NSAS is commenting on the plan, especially North of Hwy 12 which is targeted for wind farms, and is important area for Mountain Plovers, Golden Eagles.  This is also the Jepson Grasslands Important Bird Area. 

· Skaggs Island/Haire Ranch.  Sonoma Land Trust has been talking to the property owner regarding selling the property for conservation.
Mt. Diablo- Jim Edgar
· Don Yoder, bluebird project starter, died

· 18 person Board. 80-100 people come to meetings. 94 folks came to the pot luck dinner.
· Board meetings are at Wild Birds Unlimited in Pleasant Hill. General meetings at Heather Farms.

· Jean Richmond’s Birding Northern California is now re-published (but not updated) on Mt. Diablo’s website.

· Upcoming State duck stamp has art by Harry Adamson, who is one of the founders of Mt. Diablo. Money goes to National Wildlife Refuge system. July 29, 2008 article in SF Chronicle on duck stamps http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/06/29/SPOU11FPNV.DTL 
· Supporting Measure WW, a re-up of former measure AA which has purchased 30,000 acres to preserve through East Bay Regional Park District. Homeowners measure.   Jim Edgar wrote op ed for Contra Costa Times. Partnering with 20 orgs on Concord reuse plan of naval weapons station. Platform supports 80% of 5,000 acres to remain in open space. East Bay Regional Parks guarantees 16 million for purchase of open space. Mt. Diablo Creek flows through this property and Mt. Diablo asks that nothing east of the creek be built on. City of Concord is in DEIR process and hope to release next year. Atlanta construction company, Shaw, has 100 projects around the world in excess of 100 million dollars in U.S. contracts, so Navy is considering giving the property to the construction company to develop in lieu of making payments for past work. Ken Thickett, a member, sits on cleanup committee. 
· Contra Costa County has leased land to Florida Power and Lighting. Ken Thickett is on Board of Mt. Diablo, and builds green power plants. Golden Gate, Mt. Diablo, Ohlone were invited to meeting with FPL to discuss Vasco Caves area. They have 435 turbines on private land west of Vasco Road, and hope to replace with 35 high power turbines. Julia Levin attended the meeting with the three chapters on the repowering. 
Sequoia -George Chrisman
· George is new Board member at Sequoia, along with 4 other new Board members. Now have 9 Board members. Currently no President. Recently hired independent contractor to facilitate their office. Planning meeting was held in June. 
· 1400 acre Cargill Salt property in Redwood City. Cargill is working with developer DMB to develop the property.  Conservation community wants to see the property (which represents historic Baylands) restored to saltmarsh habitat and not developed.  Measure W was placed on the ballot after qualifying signatures were gathered.  This measure would require a 2/3 vote by the public to approve development on Redwood City Open Space (as defined in the ballot measure).  A competing measure, V, is also on the ballot.  This measure was placed on the ballot by the City Council of Redwood City and would require that a majority of Redwood City voters, at a general municipal or statewide election, approve any legislative action by the City Council which permits or approves development of the Cargill Lands.  Majority vote is needed to pass either measure.  If both measures pass, than the measure with the most votes will solely take effect.  The measures can be read at: http://www.redwoodcity.org/clerks/pdf/Measure_W_Info_Sheet.pdf; http://www.redwoodcity.org/clerks/pdf/Measure_v_Info_Sheet.pdf, http://www.redwoodcity.org/clerks/documents/primaryarguments.pdf 
· Redwood Shores Public Library has an environmental exhibit with aquarium and birding exhibit partnered with Sequoia. Right on Belmont Slough.  Great opportunity to reach out to young people. 

· Sequoia put in State Parks Endowment grant to Audubon California for restoration of Cascade Creek.  Ranger of Half Moon Bay State Beach is on the Board of Sequoia.
Golden Gate Audubon - Noreen Weeden by email
Golden Gate couldn’t attend as the BAAC meeting coincided with their Volunteer Appreciation party Noreen Weeden sent comments:

· Saturday, September 13 from noon until 3PM is our volunteer Thank You party at Crissy Field in San Francisco.  In lieu of our presence, we have prepared this summary of recent or upcoming activities.

· Golden Gate Audubon has moved to a new office within the same building so has retained the same address, telephone and email information.

· Friends of Alameda Wildlife Refuge won the first place in the Alameda 4th of July Parade.  That same evening 500 people showed up at the Alameda Wildlife Refuge site to hold their own fireworks show.  Volunteers from Golden Gate Audubon were on site for public education and outreach but the police had to be called to disperse the crowd. September 14 is the next work party at the site.

· Golden Gate Audubon is expanding the Eco Oakland program into North Richmond for 4th and 5th grade classes and their families.

· Board member Leora Feeney attended National Audubon's "Population, Habitat under Pressure" conference and is working to expand this message to our members.

· Another bird census has begun this month and will continue through the spring, 2009 at the MLK Regional Shoreline Park.  A second trucking terminal is proposed adjacent to the park.  We met with the company representatives and their attorneys last month and will be reviewing and commenting on the upcoming Draft EIR for this proposed project.

Resource: Travis Longacre & Catherine Rich of Urban Wildlands Group in Los Angeles wrote a peer-reviewed book on impacts of lighting on birds that was used in MLK Shoreline lawsuit.

· Golden Gate Audubon is working in partnership with the American Bird Conservancy and is supported by the Department of the Environment for a Lights Out San Francisco program.  This is a project to reduce unnecessary lighting downtown to save resources, money, and prevent bird/building collisions especially during migration.  A stakeholder meeting is scheduled for September 24 with Animal Care and Control, the SF Zoo, Building Owners and Managers Association, Pacific Gas & Electric, Citizens for Smart Lighting and UC Berkeley's Museum of Vertebrate Zoology  to increase the visibility of the night sky without compromising security.

· We are participating in Coastal Cleanup on September 20 at Pier 94 in San Francisco, the MLK Jr. Regional Shoreline and the Shimada Friendship Park along the Richmond Shoreline.

· On October 4 from 10AM-6PM at Mission Bay Conference Center in San Francisco we will be tabling at the Wildlife Conservation Expo.  If other chapters are planning to participate or want to share the table with us please contact Jenn Robinson jrobinson@goldengateaudubon.org. 

· Together Green volunteer days will start in October.

· Does anyone have information on the the Green Festival in San Francisco in November?  Are other chapters attending?

Audubon California Board - Jerry Karr, Bay Area Chapter rep
· Reported on new Chapter Network website thanks to efforts of Garry George, Garrison Frost, Mike Perlmutter, Bill Monahan.

· Question: Did Audubon California submit commits on Water Resources Board policy!  Deadline is Sept 19.
· Jerry gave the Chapter Committee Report to the Board.
· Jerry announced Toyota grants to Golden Gate, Mendocino Coast, Napa/Solano chapters, Richardson Bay and Debs Park
· Jerry thanked Audubon California for supporting Chapter Network Director coming to Bay Area Council Meeting.

Legislative Update – Garry George


Garry gave updates from Dan Taylor. Garry summarized Ca Assembly bills that Audubon California has been working on in the State legislature.  The full document can be downloaded from http://www.ca.audubon.org/chapter_council.php 

Most interest came from discussion of SMART train from Sonoma to SF, and high speed rail from Sac-SF-SJ-LA.  
Funding update – Garry George

· Earlier this summer Audubon California solicited pre-proposals for chapter projects with California State Parks.  Funding for this comes from an endowment established from Audubon California property sold to State Parks.  Many Bay Area chapters put in for the pre-proposal.  Sequoia Audubon is one of 4 finalists selected to submit full proposals.

· Together Green results announced.  Congrats to Golden Gate, Napa-Solano, Richardson Bay.  A full announcement will be forthcoming in October.  The next call for proposals will be in the spring.  .  (Garry will post winning Toyota grants from chapters online for all to read)
· Collaborative funding grants available to chapters who have submitted all their chapter reports to Garry.
· Garry will be posting funding opportunities on the chapter website.

Mike to send San Francisco Bay Joint Venture funding updates to Garry for online 

Garry putting info up for Prop 84 and other state Grants

Garry will update folks with an email when new material goes online
· Evelyn Cormier would like advice on fundraising for land acquisition and preservation, perhaps like what Marin has done.

Strategic Plan update - Garry George

Audubon California is updating its strategic plan and would like feedback from the chapters.  “Strategic Plan Word Doc” background document can be downloaded from http://www.ca.audubon.org/chapter_council.php 

Initial feedback

· How to grow membership?  How to increase diversity?  

How to grow membership? Unique Audubon California membership?  Diversity is one of the biggest challenges.  Need to engage young people!  Need bottom-up not just top-down recruiting.

Not only need new and young members, but active ones.

Importance of new members for variety of purposes – fundraising, constituency, etc.

Give voice to new audiences.  

Sierra club grew from 600000 to over 1 million members in 10 years.

25 years ago Audubon had 56k members, now we have 46k!  We’re going backwards –

Diversity workshop at Assembly 3/15-3/17.  

· Communications
Need to get all members connected with email!

· Breeding Bird Atlas 

Napa/Solano (via Robin Leong): Recommends undertake statewide breeding bird atlas, and that funding be earmarked in a bond issue. Would be excellent way to recruit new members, excellent way to engage business when asking for permission to go on property. State of NY and State of PA have done it twice. Canada has done it. Abundance numbers are most important. BBA would be more respected that Christmas Bird Count.  Breeding Bird Atlas could be another tool to leverage strength of Important Bird Areas. 
Send additional ideas to ggeorge@audubon.org
New web resources for Bay Area chapters 

Mike Perlmutter has created a San Francisco Bay Area Audubon website at http://ca.audubon.org/habitat_SFbay.php.  Included on this webpage is a calendar for Bay Area chapter and Audubon California events, http://ca.audubon.org/activities_SFBay.php.  The calendar can be viewed in its entirety, or by subcalendar by checking boxes in the “Agenda” tab.  Each chapter has its own subcalendar, as does Richardson Bay, Audubon California SF Bay Program, and public comment/action alerts.  Each chapter’s website is linked to the calendar.  Mike will be maintaining the calendar, but would like to allow activity/field trip chairs to access it directly to input their events.  Mike has been working with activity/field trip chairs to have them send him event notices for publication.  Mike would love feedback on the calendar after people have used it.  Mike hopes the calendar will be a good resource to stay in touch with Bay Area Audubon events.  Also, he will try and link it to other organization postings such as the Bay Nature calendar.  
Trip leader compensation- Jim Edgar

Jim Edgar, Mt. Diablo led a discussion on compensation for field trip leaders. Marin pays $50/morning, $75 for longer, $100 for all day field trips, one leader per trip, unless they are Board members. Napa Solano pays for guest leaders like Bob Barnes typically $100, but do not pay chapter members or leaders. 

Marin does trip to Farallons for expenses only.
Aramburu Island – Kerry Wilcox

Kerry led the meeting attendees out the bayshore to look towards Aramburu, Pickleweed, and Unnamed Islands.  These are islands created from dredge spoils in the 1960’s.  2 of the islands are owned by Richardson Bay Audubon Center and Santurary, while Aramburu Island is owned by Marin County.  Richardson Bay is embarking on a habitat restoration plan for Aramburu – seeking to covert upland invasive weed habitat to native tidal wetlands to serve as tidal marsh and waterbird habitat.  Project is in the planning stages now and will not see implementation for at least 1 year.  The Center will invite chapter participation in the project if there is interest.
BAAC meeting structure and goals - Mike Perlmutter 

· Mike would like to make improvements to the meeting but is seeking input from attendees and potential attendees.

How can we encourage more diverse participation in the meetings?

What aspects of the meeting would folks like to change/keep the same?
· Mike sent out a questionnaire prior to the meeting to get feedback, although this generated only a limited response.  Please send feedback to Mike if you have not done so already.
· Some ideas were agreed upon by meeting participants:
· consensus to continue to host meetings at Richardson Bay
· Interest in maintaining quarterly scheduling

· Interest in having regular workshops at the meetings.  These would address topics of interest to all chapters, and might target attendance/participation by additional chapter representatives.  

· More resources were requested for the meeting: large bay area map(s), more easels, laser pointer, projector.
Workshop topics for next few meetings (send additional ideas and potential presenters to Mike at MPerlmutter@audubon.org):
· grants and development
· land acquisition and advocacy for open space – Graham? Marin Audubon?
· Communications

· BBA

· feral cat management
· membership

· education and outreach (diversity)

· management for particular species (etc. Burrowing Owl, Clapper Rail)

Workshops will scheduled in advance so additional chapter members can plan to attend based on their interests.
Scheduling 

Next meeting is Jan 10, 2009

Meetings will be held in January, April, June, and September, generally on the 2nd Saturday of the month.  Due to religious holidays April’s meeting will fall on the 3rd Saturday (to avoid Passover and Easter).
January 10, 2009

April 18, 2009

June 13, 2009

September 12, 2009

