Central Coast Council Meeting
Thursday, January 15, 2009
Audubon California/Morro Coast Audubon Office
Suite 14, 601 Embarcadero

Morro Bay, CA  93442
(805) 772-1991
Attending:

Jan Surbey, Morro Coast

Rosalie Valvo, Morro Caost

Dawn Williams, Morro Coast

Jim Susha, Ventura 

Janice Susha, Ventura

Tam Taafe, La Purisima

Steve Ferry, Santa Barbara

Lee Moldaver, Santa Barbara

Carol Langford, Conejo Valley

Garry George, Audubon California

Andrea Jones, Audubon California

9:00 am  
Optional Field Trip



Sweet Springs Reserve



Ramona Avenue



Los Osos, CA 93402



Directions: http://morrocoastaudubon.org/spdirection.htm


Rouvaishyana of California State Parks will lead a tour of the 8 acre parcel recently 


(Oct 2008) acquired by Morro Coast Audubon to add to the24-acre wetland 



sanctuary for nesting and migrating birds in Morro Bay.  This addition to the reserve 


is not yet open to the public but Morro Coast has arranged for a sneak preview.

10:00 am  
coffee and snacks at Audubon office in Morro Bay

10:30 am
WELCOME FROM MORRO COAST AUDUBON



Jan welcomed the group and reported on Morro Coast Audubon.

Chapter Reports

Morro Coast

Jan Surbey, Rosalie Valvo

Conservation
Sweet Springs – 8 acres adjacent to 24 acre reserve. TPL purchased the property for $ 2,000,000 with funding from Coastal Conservancy, CA Fish & Game, Wildlife Conservation Board. Audubon California helped with closing costs, etc. Opening ceremony in September which kicked off MC annual fund drive which is going great for the year. 

Education

Got 17 sponsors for Audubon Adventures.  
Fundraising
Fund drive has brought in over $15,000, a 100% increase over last year. Fundraising programs: Friends of Sweet Springs (you get a plaque with your name on it); Sponsors for Audubon Adventures (got 17 sponsors); Best practice: Rosalie went through database and found donors who gave two years ago but not this year, and there were 37. Jan wrote some personal notes and that brought in more.
Membership
Membership Chair Rosalie Valvo reported on new rosters from National. Major and ongoing problems with membership roster reporting, especially changes. The last release of changes was actually empty. Complaints: expiration dates wrong. 

Note: Membership Chairs should emai Nationall Audubon Chapter Services office chapter_services@audubon.org with any problems or suggestions on new membership reporting system.

Conejo Valley

Carol Langford 
Fundraising
Sent appeals to National Audubon members who have not supported CV.
Education
TREE (Teens restoring Endangered Ecosystems/Environments) Program in partnership with Sequoia Middle School in Newbury Park is an ongoing intensive activity for the chapter. Volunteers take 7th and 8th graders into Santa Monica Mtns on National Park lands for nature observation and study.  Chapter would like to expand to other schools.
Conservation and Restoration

CV is partnering with Cayegas Watershed in Moorpark. There are three watersheds: Santa Clara River, Cayegas Creek, Ventura River. Chapter is working on easements but not acquistions, and restoration.

Santa Barbara Audubon

Steve Ferry

Outreach

“Dark Side of the Loon” will be screened at the Santa Barbara International Film Festival on January 29, 2009. The film will also be screened at the San Luis Obispo Film Festival.

CBC

209 species, biggest in the state.

Over 200 participants

Education

“Eyes in the Sky” program is having problems raising funding. Program takes raptors to school.

Fundraising

Chapter is planning to raise $150,000 for raptor mews at SB County Natural History Museum. Historical Landmark Commission currently has for approval.

SCAPE (Southern California Artists Painting for the Environment) event in July.

Membership

951 members

Conservation Issues

-UCSB Long range development plan

-Gaviota Coast partnership of enviros

Ventura Audubon

Jim Susha

Education

22 adventures in 2008.

CBC

183 species

Membership

600-640 members

Conservation

· Ormond Beach restoration. Ventura Audubon, City of Oxnard, Port Hueneme, Sierra Club.

The process to acquire property is so long and city of Oxnard is trying to acquire property adjacent for development. Roma Armbrust and Jean Harris were two teachers who protected Ormond Beach by fighting the city for 25 years. Their goal was 1500 acre restoration area but is now 750 acres now due to financial conditions. City of Oxnard did two EIRs on both sides of the road. City Council is changing and not sure of which way it is changing. Acquisition and restoration is taking a long time for the Task Force. Coastal Conservancy and TNC has 240 acres. Sod farmer is trying to sell to Coastal Conservancy but evaluation depends on whether it is agricultural or developable land. 

· Hedrick Ranch Nature Area on Santa Clara River

220 acres is being restored by volunteers. Hirundo removal.

· Ventura Water Treatment Plant

Ventura Audubon is monitoring the settlement ponds. Water District will filter water and allow drainage into the settlement ponds. 

· Bikepath along Santa Clara River – Ventura is responsible for signage

· Lake Casitas – Ventura Audubon is opposing amphitheatre overseen by Casitas Municipal Water District, which wants to expand recreational sites. Santa Barbara Audubon was asked to sign to letter from Casitas Muncipal Water District to Bureau of Reclamation on fish ladder. Also Trout Unlimited are involved.

Education

Ventura Audubon built CD of Power Point on birds and habitat to take to schools.  Want to convert it to DVD but can’t figure out how.

Fundraising

Bird-A-Thon is best fundraiser, they sell T-Shirts, Earth Day volunteer event, 

La Purisima

Tam Taafe
Conservation

· Working with tamarisk and hirundo removal from Santa Ynez River with SB Ag Commission David Chiang
· Restoring area on Vandenberg AFB with California Conservation Corps
· PRIDE (Pride Residents Investing in A Diverse Estuary) – starting by monitoring shorebirds, later waders and ducks.  Received Audubon California Collaborative Fund
· Lower Santa Ynez River restoration – Partnering with Cachuma Opson Maintenance Board (COMB), US Army Corps of Engineers, Bren School of the Environment at UCSB. 
· SB County is working on program to expedite permits with agricultural community.
· Tranquillon Ridge project with EDC on land acquisition for allowing slant drilling into ocean.
· Tipping of balance in the right direction on recent elections to Board of Supervisors of SB County.
Outreach

Do local festivals.

Fundraising

Have not done fundraising in a while. Probably will coordinate with Audubon California and PRBO to focus on one effort.
AUDUBON CALIFORNIA BOARD REPORT 

Steve Ferry, Santa Barbara Audubon 

Central Coast Chapter rep, Audubon California Board

Steve reported on December 17 Board meeting at Debs Park in Los Angeles.

· Development has already raised 78% of the goal for YEJune30,2009. 

· Annual budget is around $ 7 million dollars

· National Audubon will provide funding for infrastructure repairs at Debs Park

· New members on Board: Keith Wagner from Sacramento representing Central Valley; Scott Huber from Altacal representing Northern California

· Chapter website is robust!

· All chapters in California filed Annual Reports by 12/31/2008!

· All Collaborative Funding funds received from National were distributed to chapters.

· Chapter Committee sent loud message to National Audubon on membership reporting

· Audubon is transferring ownership of Mayacamas Sanctuary to Audubon Canyon Ranch

· Carol Browner, National Audubon Board Chair, left the Board to become Obama’s Energy Chair. Steve Blank, Audubon California Board Chair, asked Audubon California staff to prepare issues for him to discuss with Carol.

· Kern River Preserve received $ 2 million grant for acquisition of more property.

· Audubon California is updating the Strategic Plan, and will be coming out in February or March.

Garry put National Audubon Conference call on speakerphone:

Call was regarding messaging of climate change and status of birds. 40 year trend of wintering birds moving North. Data from CBC.  Five correlations that birds are responding to climate change rather than other range changes. Message: 1) its happening now   2) canary in a coal mine – it will happen to us; 3) conservation is to help us adapt to climate change. Citizen science has shown us this is happening. Citizen action will help us adapt. Audubon California has been mapping projections of the next century what will happen to birds during next 100 years of climate change. 

Chapter conference call will be February 5 in advance of February 10 press conference.



BUILDING CHAPTER CAPACITY – Garry George, Audubon California
Grant funding discussion/workshop

· Toyota grants

· Collaborative Funding grants

· California State Parks Endowment grants

· Acquisition grants

Audubon Assembly – March 15-17, 2009

Organizational planning for a recession


 1:00 pm
Lunch

 1:30 pm 
CONSERVATION CONVERSATION

· Update on LOMPOC wind project




Steve Ferry reported that there has been more than 2 years of work on this project by Santa Barbara Audubon, La Purisima Audubon and Los Angeles Audubon. Steve feels that his meetings with Celia Brown, County Supervisor really made a great deal of difference. The project passed the Board of Supervisors 5 – 0. There are two appeals to the project: one from CA Fish & Game and one by private landowners adjacent to the project. Acciona asked for a continuance until they could negotiate with Fish & Game. February 10 will be next Board of Supervisors hearing on the Appeal. 

Chapters in California feel that there is a disconnect between chapters and National Audubon in working with wind energy projects. 

Garry reported on Audubon California’s efforts to respond to wind energy since the creation of the workshop in 2006 that led to California Energy Commission guidelines and policies on wind energy at Audubon California and National Audubon Society.

· Important Bird Areas mapping progress

Andrea reported that Audubon California will launch IBA maps on the website next month and produce DVDs to be distributed at the Assembly. 

· Solar Energy

Andrea and Jan reported on discussions on their Board regarding a large solar facitlity near Carrizo Plain. Andrea suggests that a major impediment will be the need for water. Dawn pointed out that “In California, whiskey’s for drinkin’, water’s for fightin’”. Amen.

· Species of Concern

Snowy Plovers: Steve Ferry reported on the program at Coal Oil Point. Christina Sandoval rescued eggs that had been abandoned and incubated them in her home. She then would return them to a nest when they were piping. She says that if they were 2 hours after piping the adults would reject them.

196 Plovers at COP, 79 at Santa Barbara Harbor. 

Docents are from UCSB. Public is now being more cooperative. 7% are negative. 

Funding for docent coordinator is from grants from UCSB Students Coastal Fund, mitigation from UCSB. SB Audubon has applied for Whale Tail grant at Coastal Commission. 

Least Tern: 2 nests at Coal Oil Point, both predated. Vandenberg numbers were down according to PRBO. 

Condor: 7 new chicks. 330 Condors in California now. Lead ban is the most important mitigation. Santa Barbara had a presentation on Tejon by Sierra Club and Audubon California. Development on the Tejon is a threat to Condors. 

Brown Pelican: Gary Langham, Audubon California’s Director of Conservation, wrote an opinion piece in Ventura Star on January 13, 2009. http://www.venturacountystar.com/news/2009/jan/13/brown-pelican-die-off-shows-challenges-in/
3:00 pm
ADJOURN
