Central Valley/Sierra Council Meeting

Sierra weekend!

Saturday, May 30. 2009
Hosted by Central Sierra Audubon
Sonora, California
AGENDA 
Friday May 29, 2009
recommended lodging at the Gunn House in Sonora:
http://www.gunnhousehotel.com/
286 S. Washington Street, Sonora, CA. 95370 | Reservations call (209) 532-3421 

Central Sierra Audubon Board members generously offered guest rooms to those who needed them 

Meet for dinner in historic Sonora 
FRIDAY, MAY 29, 2009

6:00 pm
Dinner at Talulah’s

http://www.talulahs.com
13 South Washington St.

Sonora, CA 95370

209-532-7278

Saturday, May 30, 2009

US Forest Service Groveland Ranger Station
24545 State Highway 120

Groveland, CA 95321
meet in conference room

(209) 962-7825

http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/stanislaus/groveland/
Attending: 

Maggie Dowd, District Ranger, U.S. Forest Service, Stanislaus Forest, 
Roy Bridgman, biologist, U.S. Forest Service, Stanil 

Joe Medley, biologist, U.S. Forest Service, 
Ryan Byrns, biologist

Tom Harrington, President, Central Sierra Audubon Society, 
Kathy Harrington, Education Director, Central Sierra Audubon Society, 
Joseph Frank, Conservation Officer, Newsletter Editor, Treasurer, Yosemite Area Audubon, 
Bob Hackamack, member, Central Sierra Audubon Society, 
Joyce Schiefenstein, member, Central Sierra Audubon Society, 

Bob Scheifenstein, member, Central Sierra Audubon Society, 
Darca Morgan, Conservation Chair, Central Sierra Audubon Society, 

Brandon Hill, President, Fresno Audubon Society
Walt McInnis, President, San Joaquin Society, walt@inreach.com
Chuck Peck, Fresno Audubon Society, Rick Baird, Secreatry, Central Sierra Audubon Society, 

Peter Watkins,  Past President, Sacramento Audubon, 
Keith Wagner, President, Sacramento Audubon, Audubon California Board member (Central Valley/Sierra Council rep) 
Mary Schiedt, VP, Yolo Audubon, 

Roger Adamson, Secretary, Yolo Audubon, 
Madie Elsea, President, Kern Audubon, 
Rod Lee, Electronic Communications Chari, Kern Audubon, 
Andrea Jones, IBA Director, Audubon California, 
Garry George, Chapter Network Director, 
Jordan Wellwood, Central Valley/Sierra Conservation Coordinator, 
 9:30  am
Welcome and coffee/snacks from Central Sierra Audubon



Thank you Kathy!
9:45 am
Isolation and Divergence of Southern Sierran Great Gray Owls


Darca Morgan introduced Joshua Hull, U.C. Davis, USF&W Service. Bachelor’s Biology at Dominican, Masters at Sonoma, PhD Davis. Special field of research: Evolutionary and landscape differences that shape species.  Dad is Buzz Hull who runs Golden Gate Raptor Observatory.



Dr. Joshua Hull, Wildlife & Ecology Unit, U.C. Davis



Largest owl in N. America, but not the heaviest. That is Great Horned. Owl is widely distributed throughout Eurasia and N. America. California is the Southern most edge of its range. During big snows in Northern part of their range, they will come south to Minnesota. 

Threats in Sierra:

· Development in Sierra foothills – important wintering area
· Grazing – impacts on meadows where GGO forage. Post fire logging removes snags that GGO needs

· West Nile virus – captive colony in Ontario in 2004 all died of West Nile virus (30 owls)

· USF&W Service & CDFG have been collecting blood from Sierran GGO. No evidence of any antibodies in the blood as yet although antibodies have been detected in other bird species.

· Car strikes – 20 owls documented to be hit by owls out of total Sierran population of around 300.
Differences in Sierran GGO

· They eat different food

· They nest in different structures. They use snags but not reuse hawk or other owl nests

· Juveniles act differently. Juveniles only go 50 km from nest whereas in N. populations go further

· Big gap in breeding populations between Sierras and Cascades. Distribution map from birds of north America (Evelyn Bull and Jim )

GGO Study Objectives

· Is population distinct?

Plan

· Samples (feathers, blood, muscle from road kill) from Cascades, Idaho, Sierra, N. Canada

Hypotheses

· No population structure difference

· The southern Sierra population is distinct

· Differentiation between Yosemite and surrounding National Forests due to management

· North of California are one population

Results

· Each of the five sampling populations were distinct from 30 genetic microsatellites – Canada, Eastern Oregon, W. Oregon, Sierra – population becoming distinct over a few thousand years


This suggests that there hasn’t been any recent migration that resulted in breeding.

· Hypotheses 1 ruled out

· YES The southern Sierra population is distinct

· Don’t know

· NO they are not one population

Looked for evidence of genetic bottleneck. If a species survives bottleneck events, scientists can test genetically for that.  Tests on GGO for fairly recent bottlenecks showed no evidence of bottleneck in Canada, but evidence of genetic bottleneck in other four populations (Willamette, Blue Mtns, Targhee, Sierra). Logging, grazing, fire suppression that alters meadow structure, natural phenomenon (disease, drought, volcano) could be causes.
Looked at Effective Population Size – how many individuals are actually able to pass on genetic 

material.

-Canada is big population with high confidence 

-all other populations act like small populations

Why does this matter? If only a few individuals are passing on genetic material, the species loses diversity and might lose the ability to respond to environmental changes, there could be in-breeding, etc. Sierra genetic diversity is lowest of the populations.

Within Southern Sierra: did 16 samples from >5000’, 13 samples from <5000’

Found that owls that live at certain altitude return to certain altitude. There was a concentration of GGO at Glacier Point.
Occupancy, annual survival rate for population viability data research will take 5-10 more years, and has been going on for 5 years.

GGO can live 30-40 years in captivity.

Mitochondiral authors suggest that Spotted Owls in California and Mexico are different species than Northern Spotted Owl. Mito. DNA on GGO suggests that convergence is more ancient.

Time Since Divergence

-Bayesian estimation of time since population diverge is 10,000 years before present.
This eliminates another population. So hypothesis that Sierran GGO is distinct remains.

MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS

-Do not translocate owls from North to Sierra as they are divergent


FUTURE RESEARCH

-Developing new methods

-Automated recording units
-collection of genetic information from molted feathers. They are a unique marker.

PAPER WILL BE SUBMITTED TO JOURNAL IN JUNE. Out in Sept, Oct.  Aiming for MOLECULAR PHYLOGENETICS IN EVOLUTION. 
Darca led a discussion on possibility of federal protections and suggested that Chapters consider whether to petition U.S.F.W.
U.S. Forest service currently sets aside 50 acres for breeding pairs. Also manage grazing, logging,. 

Question: Is there a role for citizen science? Darca: there is a current meadow survey around Groveland.

10:15 am
Chapter Reports

Kern Audubon, Madie Elsea, President

-400 members

-problems with Membership data reporting.  Need to be ZIP CODE SORTED

-rebuilding Executive Board

-updating By-laws

-20% of people doing 80% of the work.

-working on WATER issues

-average attendance is 45, field trips 15-20

-Diverse habitat from desert to Tejon Ranch,

-8-10 IBAs in their area including Tulare Basin

-base is Bakersfield but do have members from Tehacapi, Delano.

Central Sierra, Tom Harrington, President

Tuolumne and Calaveras County

-primary emphasis is education. Don’t use Audubon Adventures as too expensive but do go into the classroom with Audubon lesson plans. Sometimes they pay speakers from meetings to go to elementary class the next day and give a class. This has included Jack Laws, John Buckley and CCRC, Burleigh Lockwood  from Chaffee Zoo in Fresno, Lisa Fields. Highly recommends these speakers.
-Adopt a Highway on 120 to Yosemite

-survey Ironstone Vineyard property for bird species and developing a relationship for bird boxes.

-received $100,000 bequest from longtime member. Using it for scholarships for junior college students going on to further biology studies.

-participating in Integrated Water Resource Plan for Prop 50 with Tuolumne Land Trust, Sierra Club.

-CBC counts in two counties

-weekly feature article in local newspaper called Birdwatch doing a story on one species of bird.

-Board has been energized by Darca Morgan, a young biologist that has really made a difference in Conservation. Now engaging with Board of Supervisors, U.S. Forest Service, timber harvest planning on Sierra Pacific lands, and forest revision plan for management of GGO, recreation, logging, mining. 2 year process. 


-Applied for TOGETHER GREEN grant.

San Joaquin Audubon, Walt McInnis, President

-Not that engaged in conservation issues.

-do bird surveys
-do annual survey on OHV park.

-teach at Delta Community

-sponsor Central Valley Bird Symposium

Yosemite Area Audubon, Joe Frank, Conservation Chair, Treasurer, Newsletter Editor
-small chapter

-have migrated newsletter to email. Only 8 go out snail mail

-monthly meetings, monthly walk

-particpate in raptor reviews with Josh Smith, participate in LB Curlew reviews

-President Kris Randal is active on Oak Woodland restoration and set up experimental garden at Fairgrounds to promote native plants
-Mariposa and E. Madera County

-started giving meetings in Oakhurst

Sacramento Audubon, Peter Watkins, Past President, Keith Wagner, President
-500 local members but receive membership updates of 2500 members

-26 field trips in May and June, 156 trips in a year + CBCs

-after 11 months are in the red!  Receipts and expenses are larger this year!

They donate $7,000 for Black Rail, Purple Martin, YB Magpies efforts by other orgs such as UC Davis.

-Published new bird book. 

-Sacramento Audubon is no longer supporting financial costs of managing Bobelaine Sanctuary as Elaine Crandall passed away and left $150,000 for endowment for management of Bobelaine that will relieve chapter of those expenses. Glenn and Graham tracked down the estate and helped set up the endowment. 
-engaged in helping decline of Purple Martins in Sacramento through nest boxes and other programs at Yolo bypass and also Railroad Museum area.

Fresno Audubon, Brandon Hill, President

-CBCs, assist scientific efforts

-Lost Lake Park focus

-partnership with farmers to install nest boxes for Kestrel, etc. Some burrows for Burrowing Owls.

-Water conservation effort: working with City Council. Focusing on water conservation at hotels and restaurants

-Forest travel management issues

Yolo Audubon, Roger Adamson, President

-500 members, 22 field trips, 9 monthly programs

-Putah Creek CBC but participate in many more CBCs in the area

-2nd year of Breeding Bird Atlas. Some problems with large areas that are inaccessible

-Yolo Basin Foundation (set up Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area) is partner with chapter in docents, Davis Wetlands field trips, February fundraiser (Duck days)

-tried new field trip protocol: set up stations with 2 members, scope, etc for people driving through wildlife area for folks to stop at 

-County watch list.  Want to develop list of birds at risk as well as habitats at risk.

-partnered with Bobcat Ranch and Audubon California Land Stewardship Program in field trips and bird surveys. 
-participating in Zach Smith’s raptor surveys

-engaged in TANC issues: siting new transmission lines. Three new corridors in addition to three existing corridors and are asking TANC to combine lines. One goes through western Snow Mtn.

Kieth passed out pamphlets on megamanagement proposal for Berrysessa Snow Mountain area.

-advocating on convergence of San Joaquin and Sacramento Rivers and impacts on Yolo Bypass Wildlife Center.
11:15 am
Audubon California Board report


Keith Wagner, Sacramento Audubon


Board meeting will be held at Starr Ranch June 5.



Keith talked about city of Elk Grove on north side of Cosumnes River. Bedroom community of Sacramento and was relying on continued growth and is now expanding into agricultural and sensitive areas. TNC, Sacramento Audubon, San Joaquin Audubon, Friends of Swainson’s Hawk are making an effort to get through to the City of Elk Grove. 



Audubon California is proactive on budgeting and has cut 10% of staff and is planning for 20% reduction in expenses if economy gets worse. 


One of issues on agenda is Energy Policy, especially on Desert solar and large scale facilities, transmission lines. Keith suggests there is a paradigm question of why are we developing large scale energy in pristine lands and using large transmission facilities instead of distributed generation on rooftops and in urban areas. Keith suggests that Audubon supports large scale solar facilities and they shouldn’t.  Andrea reported that there are three large scale solar facilities near Carrizo Plain but they won’t need additional transmission lines as there is already a corridor. Morro Coast Audubon is working on these solar. Garry reported on Feinstein legislation and group of environmental groups including Audubon California developing siting criteria and maps of appropriate areas for development in the Mojave. 

11:30 am
Restoration of San Joaquin River 


Jordan Wellwood, Audubon California Central Valley/Sierra Conservation Coordinator 


There are more than one IBAs on the San Joaquin River. There are stretches of the River that are seasonally dry. Tuolome, Merced tributaries come off the river. 20 years ago NRDC and other groups including Audubon brought lawsuit against Dept of Interior and others that requires the river to be restored. Lawsuit was settled in 2006 and will require the federal government to release water into the River.  We have three chapters Fresno, San Joaquin and Stanislaus are directly on the River. Audubon California is working on a conservation action plan with PRBO, TNC for riparian restoration, wetland management, etc. There are 10 non-profits in partnership to restore this river and there is funding. Much will go to infrastructure. Audubon California is meeting with agencies to talk about River Restoration ‘Plus’.  Audubon would like to see reframing of communication going forward to bring together farmers, fish advocates, etc. There are opportunities for funding for chapters for restoration, monitoring, etc. Migratory Bird Partnership

· If you know of potential sites in the stretch of river from San Joaquin south boundary to south boundary of Merced County, please contact Jordan at Audubon California jwellwood@audubon.org 
· Any chapter in Central Valley:  contact Jordan for talking points to create editorials in support of river restoration.
· Bird monitoring

· Restoration

Chuck Peck suggested at a Water Forum that communities get together and decide on water distribution in the future rather than fighting about fish or dams.

Federal/state nexus: 

· There is money in Prop 84 for restoration

· Integrated Water Management Resource funding from Prop 84 and Prop 50

· Federal money is coming through state agencies from federal legislation in March. Audubon is meeting with DFG, Bureau of Reclamation, etc.

Question:
How do tributaries fit into this project?

That is coming later.

Yolo is thinking about doing a Water Workshop. 

Andrea reported that a landowner had contacted Audubon California who wanted to restore his habitat on the River. Audubon is hoping to help this farmer restore his riparian habitat.  There are tax benefits. This could interest other landowners in restoring their habitat. There could even be money for acquisition.  
Tuolumne River Preservation Trust

12:00 pm
Lunch


Hosted by Central Sierra Audubon



Thanks again Kathy!

12:30 pm
Building your chapter 



Jordan Wellwood and Garry George



-Collaborative funding grants for strategic planning



-Grant funding for staff



-Audubon at Home


-Membership database
   1:00 pm
Important Bird Areas in the Central Valley and Sierra

Andrea Jones, Director, Important Bird Area program shows the results of a long mapping process and how to use them for advocacy, and takes nominations for new IBAs in Central Valley and Sierra.

Yellow Billed Magpie Survey June 5-8

www.ca.audubon.org/birds
Mary Scheidt asked that observers pick up feathers for UC Davis to test for W. Nile Virus.

Andrea handed out IBA DVDs.

1. Mapping Important Bird Areas

Partnered with Cal Poly Institute. 8 students got senior thesis authorship out of it. The cost to  Audubon California was only $200 for a hard drive.  

Products:

-GIS map of 145 Important Bird Areas around the State. Chapters helped by commenting on the maps in their area. 

-Mapping  California’s Important Bird Areas: technical report on the process that is informing other Audubon state programs.

Why are the maps helpful?

-Land based conservation planning

-buliding public awareness

-promoting citizen science

-guiding audubon and other select “on the ground” projects

Summary data”

1. largest landowner: US forest Service & BLM

2. cover 10.7 million acres

3. smallest site: 16 acres Pier 400

Largest Imperial avlley 624,000

-58% of lands are privately held

Biggest land use category

-scrub habitat

-grassland

-open water

Maps are on the website www.ca.audubon.org/iba
Maps are .pdfs or gis files (.kmz for Google earth or .gis)
Andrea showed Sacramento Valley IBA map

Central Valley and Joaquin River IBA

Southern San Joaquin Valley and Sierra Meadows IBA

IBA Data

-site summary

-ownership public vs. private

-habitat types

-size

-ebird check list

-GIS information (mapping scale, accuracy)

-Local chapter and website

How can you be involved?

-adopt your IBA – sound the alarm about threats

-pwrite articles and letters about your local IBAs

-participate in a bird survey

-volunteer for a restoration project

raise the awareness of IBAs to your local planning agencies

Support your local Audubon chapter

Supports over 1* of the global or 10 per cent of the state population of one or more sensitive species

Support more than nine sensitive bird species

10,000 or more observable shorebirds on one day

5,000 or more observable waterfowl in one day


Questions:

Latest processes of discussion: migratory stopovers, oak woodlands, 

What are sensitive species: PRBO’s website, book on WFO

   1:30 pm
Policy update
Report on current legislation that affects Central Valley and Sierra

Jordan Wellwood reported that bills are in one house before going to another house.

Issue areas:

-budget: unprecedented state of affairs. Drastic cuts are being talked about.

-state parks – 220 parks may be closed

-climate change and adaptation:

Policy on renewables to minimize impacts on birds and habitat

Adaptation funding through carbon tax or cap and trade 

ACES – Waxman bill going through Senate

Anti-poaching bill passed out of first house Jared Huffman is author
Increase mandatory of minimum and maximum fines

Audubon would like to shift it to felony
There is some push back on the felony idea from due to prison costs

Delta and water
- Audubon California had a water webinar
Some Delta bills will move forward:

There will likely be a Delta Conservancy and a Commission created. The situation in the Delta is not sustainable. TNC has come out in favor of the peripheral canal. 

There will be another Water bond or proposition and all versions so far include funds dedicated to wetlands. Audubon California is working to include some other items, including land stewardship programs, Salton Sea funding
Audubon California is not taking a position on the peripheral canal.

Delta Vision process
Roger Adamson, Yolo, talked about the need for information from Audubon California about the impacts of the water issues on birds and their habitat so that the chapter could make recommendations to their members based on those impacts with science on species and habitat.

Yolo recommended a regional workshop partnered with other chapters with bird and conservation scientists. Ecology and habitat issues rather than just policy or debate. 
Birding ethics: will be posted (ABA), 

Idea: video stream water workshop.

   2:00 pm
Adjourn 
Next Meeting: Saturday, October 10, 2009 location to be announced
