Northern California Council Meeting
Saturday, October 24, 2009

Hosted by Peregrine Audubon Society

Location:  
Grace Hudson Museum



Community Room



431 S. Main


Ukiah, CA 95482


707-467-2836


http://www.gracehudsonmuseum.org/museum.html
AGENDA:

9:00 am
Coffee and snacks provided by Peregrine Audubon

9:30 am
Welcome by Dick Godon, Pres or Chuck Vaughn, VP



Peregrine Audubon 

9:45 am
Chapter & Audubon California Board Reports 
Attending:

Scott Huber, Altacal, NorCAL rep on Audubon California Board
Chet Ogan, Redwood Region
Tony Eppstein, Mendocino Coast

David Jensen, Mendocino Coast
Barbara Dolan, Peregrine

Cheryl Watson, Peregrine

Larry Jordan, Wintu

Claudia Yerion, Wintu

Dawn Garcia, Altacal

Jennifer Patten, Altacal

Marilyn Waits, Redbud

Tina Wasson, Redbud

Kathy Barnwell, Redbud

Brad Barnwell, Redbud

Dick Godon, Peregrine
Chuck Vaughn, Peregrine

Roger Foote, Peregrine

Jordan Wellwood, Audubon California

Garry George, Audubon California
Wintu

Claudia Yerion-Lyons

Chapter has focused on website Development

Burrowing Owl Habitat: Contingent upon recent bird count. Attended recent “burrowing owl consortium” applied for funding. Larry Jordan is leading the Burrowing Owl efforts by the chapter.
Hatchett Ridge: Wintu is on Technical Advisory Committee and has made some precendent setting protocol for mitigation. Construction starts this week. 425 foot tall turbines, noisy (jackhammer noise). Bald Eagle mitigation is $100,000. Sandhill Crane habitat mitigation is 4 to 1. 42 turbines. 3 years post construction monitoring.  Babcock & Brown.  Transmission line can’t handle the capacity of the wind project as well as the dam so one cancels out the next.

TANC – Transmission Area Northern California. Main opposition was because the lines were bringing energy from coal plants in Nevada, and because each of the utilities in the partnership got pressured from their local citizens.
Altacal Audubon
Dawn Garcia  
Jennifer Patten
Bank Swallow Working Group. 75% of the population in CA is on one reach. Most of the banks stabilization is going to be rock which will deprive the birds of habitat.  Dawn wants to develop an outreach brochure to homeowners that live along the Sacramento River. 
Educational outreach is doing very well. Scott Huber is giving ID workshops once a month for four months. Dawn is running bird banding education programs for 4th graders.  Hope to expand this program on a rice farm of 1,000 acres Rancho Esquon (Mr. Hoffman is owner) and he has created wetlands. Mr. Hoffman has approached Altacal and asked them to bring kids for an education program. California Waterfowl Association (Shawn Romaine) also would like to join forces for a field day for kids.

Chico Creek Nature Center has just completed a new nature center, and Altacal created an interpretive display of carved bird species rather than taxidermy. 

Also giving out $200 - 500 scholarships to high school students.

Ed Pandolfino and Zachary partner are starting a wintering raptor survey. Northern Central Valley has the highest number of wintering raptor species in the U.S.

Coordinates Snow Goose Festival. Jan 28. Altacal Audubon is the fiscal agent and is very involved in this event.  4 days celebrating wintering waterfowl.

Steve King is developing an online map of birding hotspots.
Redbud
Marilyn Waits

Redbud partnered with Altacal on kid bird banding program at Heron Festival. 

Redbud has partnered with the Children’s Museum of Art & Science and Anderson Marsh State Park for multi-disciplinary events and hoping to build a 10,000 square foot nature center there. Grant writer is writing Prop 84 grant and working with Dan Taylor and Garry to perhaps create the first Audubon Center in Northern California. 

Redbud, Mendo Coast and Peregrine brought John Muir Laws to do programs at all three chapters and promoted the program together. 

Lesson learned on programs; you get people out when you have live birds. 

Redbud did a bookmark that lists a year of programs and gave them away at the Pear Festival, libraries, bookstores.
BIRDNOTE.  Public radio program. 800 2 minute segments on birds. Redbud is sponsoring on a local station. “Brought to you by Redbud Audubon inviting you to (a program).”  $240 for 30 announcements (2 a week).  

Brad reported that Lake County Land Trust bought 1500 acres of prime habitat in Mt. Kinocte. The Trust did a strategic plan to determine high priority conservation areas and identified wetlands and Mt. Kinocte with the help of CDFG, and are now reaching out to property owners along the wetlands on the edge of Clear Lake. Walking trails are now available at Rodman Slough and offering field trips every Saturday.  Middle Creek restoration area has been taken over by the County.
Peregrine
Dick Godon
Programs: Have attendance over 100 and have had to move their programs to Civic Center. If you want to know how Dick built up their programs email him and let him know.

Website: Cheryl Watson runs the website which includes birding hotspots in Mendocino County, archive of bird sightings, schedule for field trips, field trip reports, newsletter pdf,  www.peregrineaudubon.org.   Also has new logo. Gary Blumfield did the logo illustration. 

Chuck Vaughn reported that the youth environmental education program is funded by grants from Audubon California and local foundation.

Redwood Region

Chet Ogan

Chapter has been working on strategic plan, new Board.

Have been working on Redwood Birding Trail in Del Norte County linking to Oregon. Are beginning a Del Norte County BBA, Del Norte County Bird Festival, 
Conservation: Klamath & Trinity River, restoring wetlands in Del Norte County and landowner has finally seen the light on setting up a conservation easement. Sea level rise in Humboldt Bay. Redwood Region may accept a conservation easement on an old bay shore wetland that is now an industrial property with riparian areas. Right behind Bay Shore Mall. There is an estuary that has been tide gated. 

Mendocino Coast
Dave Jensen
MC is leading a Seabird monitoring of offshore breeding, especially cormorants designed and led by Ron LeValley.  Reproductive success with Brandt’s Coromorants and others was very good this year compared especially to Farallon Islands, which had trouble. Ron found a high number of silver salmon being brought to nests, which might suggest a rebound of the ocean conditions around Mendocino coast.  Also krill is really rich this year and is bringing in blue whales.

SOS (Save our Shorebirds) program is a success.
Chapter has progressed to electronic delivery of newsletter, and bumped up the content and look of the newsletter. 

Chapter is seeing slow and steady increase in membership. 

Dave would like to see income grow and Board is looking at this.

Program attendance needs to pick up.

Audubon California Board report

Scott Huber

Scott Huber reported on the Audubon California Board meeting on marketing efforts by Audubon California. He also reported on the Chapter Committee’s investigation of zip code territories of California chapters – are we adequately serving the needs of members? Who is best served by whom? How do we keep from overextending our resources if we take on more zip codes?
The Education Report in Northern California: using grant funding to build a new conservation constituency

Peregrine’s Helen Menasian reports on their Redwood Valley Outdoor Education Program.
Grants from Audubon California and local foundation.
Budget is $100.000/yr. mostly from anonymous donor. Helen is a local teacher and has been with the program for 9 years. 1-6 grades on woodland in Redwood Valley owned by school district. 

Goals: Support state science standard, hands on learning opps, sense of wonder and adventure, instill an understanding of interrelationships, encourage habitat improvement projects, enrich classroom curriculum, promote community partnerships, like with Audubon.

THREE PROGRAMS in NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COUNCIL CHAPTERS that are building a conservation constituency

Program: FLIGHT SCHOOL

Partnership between Peregrine Audubon Ukiah School District, and Erickson Foundation.
Helen Menasian, Peregrine Audubon

Three parts: 1) Becoming a bird – classroom introduction. Kids are a bird but don’t know which one and have to ask others. Facts about bird species hang on the kids back where they can’t see them.  Kids learn how to work as a flock to learn about adaptations, beaks, wings, feet, feathers. Kids look at specimens. Kids love them. They study beaks to determine what birds eat.  2) Owl pellets and beyond. Kids ask questions about the prey from the pellets and do research, meanwhile learning the scientific process. 3) field trip to Redwood Valley Outdoor Education Project. Transportation is supported by Erickson Foundation and Audubon California grants. Kids have to answer – where are the most birds found? Meadow, Forest, Edge or Sky.  They also learn about Bird Migration by becoming migrating birds. They have to earn energy points – fat points – before they go. They work in flocks and learn about the migratory routes.  They also learn that everything is connected by being birds. 
Peregrine supplies BIRD SLEUTH, program by Cornell University.

Serve almost 300 students per program, 2,000 kids per year. 
Success really is due to partnership between Peregrine Audubon and teacher who is in the district.  

Program: ECOLOGY IN FLIGHT

Altacal Audubon partnered with Kids and Creeks, CSU Chico – Big Creek Ecological Reserve (BCCER)

Funded by Audubon California Collaborative Funding grant 2009

Dawn Garcia, Conservation Chair

Goals: Show kids that science is fun. Focus and Methods: tools for monitoring birds for science and conservation, awareness an dapprecaition of birds and their habitat.

6 school visits – bird banding with banding props, point count monitoring – bird song game, scientific observation, hypothesis development, and graphing real data
6 field trips to the reserve – 3 stations with 10 kids each: bird banding station, nature hike station, binocular use and scavenger hunt station
Dawn showed a video made a student.

Program: Save our Shorebirds

Mendocino Coast Audubon partnership with State Parks and College of the Redwoods.

 Chapter wanted to find out why shorebirds were in trouble, so started citizen science project to monitor shorebirds on 3 state park beaches.  Now in third year of research. Chapter is using eBird to enter the data.
Program totals: 2000 hours in the field, walked 2000 miles.

Research showed that shorebird are disturbed by people with vehicles and other activities. 

Chapter decided that only education would turn this shorebird decline around. 

Kids understood quickly – because they are closer to the ground? – but adults were a little more difficult.

Mendocino Coast took the project to the schools.

They wrote a book about their project. THE LIFE AND TIMES OF PINK LADY in Spanish and English, accompanied by an aural CD of a reading of the book. The illustrations were by kids and the chapter made signs of the kid’s art for the beaches, and they are the least vandalized of all signs on the beach.

Mendocino Coast hired Ron LeValley to give education program to park rangers.  Program included video of violations on parks beaches. Result: 100% increase in violation citations.

Mendocino Coast then visited the judge and offered to include bird monitoring as community service for convicted violators. One violator was convicted of having three dogs off leash. He could chose between $264 fine per dog or 30 hours community service with Mendocino Coast Audubon monitoring.

Garry reported that the successful program that started at Morro Coast and then to Mendocino Coast has inspired Audubon California to go to Toyota and get $16,000 in grant funding from Pennies for the Planet to grant to chapters who will host an art contest for kids on Snowy Plovers and make signs of the art for their beaches.
Wave Energy
PG&E is in negotiation to buy out development on a project for  wave, wood and wind project at North Jetty Humboldt.  Another project is to pump water run by wave energy to reservoirs on land. 

Negative interactions with birds: leakage of hydraulic fluids, lights, collisions above and below water. Obstruction of migrating whales is also a concern.
There are potential positive interactions: enhanced food resources, increased environmental monitoring, 

Dave expressed concern about the scale of the projects. Mendocino Coast has been taken off the table for consideration for wave energy projects because there is no transmission infrastructure, not enough land. 
Chet and Redwood Region are prime location for wave energy. Humboldt power plant is in Humboldt Bay and there are transmission lines running East toward Red Bluff. There is also a 24” propane pipeline. 

Chet reported that a wind project Bear River Ridge was abandoned near Ferndale.

David said that this is a great spot for raptor migration.

Water, Water, Water
Dan Taylor could not attend, so Jordan Wellwood, Central Valley and Sierra Conservation Coordinator who works with Dan on legislation in Sacramento reported.

Anti-Poaching Bill: Jordan reported that the bill got a lot of support and little opposition except from ACLA who felt the punishment exceeded the crime.  Bill passed and Governor signed. Audubon California is continuing to work to make some poaching violations a felony.
The airport bill was passed and Audubon California worked behind the scenes to keep the bill from exempting airports from all California Department of Fish & Game.

Governor vetoed State Parks bills, Conservation Easement bills.

AB32 Climate change legislation. Audubon California is working on adaptation funding from cap and trade or legislation. 

Water Bills: Audubon California was able to get language in the current bill that provides for “no net loss” of habitat for migratory birds, and that is one reason that Audubon California supported the water bills.  The Big Five are still negotiating on the water bills and may have something to offer next week.   Co equal goals are water supply and ecosystem restoration. 

Marilyn suggested that Audubon California produce a video on WATER by August for chapters to present to their members at a special meeting.  Claudia suggested that the video be posted on YouTube. 
Bond issue may include funding for Temperance Flat (Fresno), Sites (Colusa) and Los Vacaros (Contra Costa County) water storage facilties.

Klamath dam removal: Legislation has been passed in Oregon for that state to fund their side of the cost of removal. The California costs may be covered in the Bond that accompanies Water bills.

Dams are scheduled for removal by 2020. Chet reported that salmon stocks would probably be gone by then. 

Feinstein has introduced Water Transfers in the Central Valley Act in the Senate to make water transfers easier.  The problem is that it increases the price of water in the second market.   State allocates water and has over allocated by 8 times.  Water has been allocated by acre footage rather than percentage as in Australia. Major water allocators are state and federal. Refuges are having trouble getting water as they aren’t budgeted enough.
Claudia wondered why refuges have to pay for water.

Audubon California is lobbying for the bill to be amended to support wildlife refuges and water needs for wildlife.

Chet mentioned that pulp mills were supplied with water from Mad River. These pulp mills were closed down. 

Dave Jensen wanted to know what the effects of the drought is?  Jordan reported that the Westlands District (driest part of the San Joaquin) on the W. San Joaquin Valley were affected by 15% reduction in water.  
Talk about Audubon at Home. 

2:00 pm
ADJOURN
