January 9, 2010

CENTRAL COAST COUNCIL Meeting

Hosted by La Purisima Audubon Society

Location 

Rabobank Solvang
1660 Copenhagen Dr
Solvang, CA 93463-2735
(805) 688-5566

NOTES
The meeting started at 9 am and ended at 1 pm.


9:00 am     
State Parks and Wildlife Conservation Trust Fund Act of 2010
Elizabeth Lambe, San Luis Obispo and Orange County field representative for Masterson & Wright, the directors of the of the Initiative Coalition, spoke to the group about gathering signatures for the State Parks Initiative to be on the ballot in November 2010. The initiative will increase car registration by $18 and permanently fund California State Parks budget as well as some conservation activities of the state of California, taking the budget away from the Governor and the Legislature. 

The initiative needs 700,000 signatures to get on the ballot. 100,000 signatures needed per month. 25,000 signatures needed weekly. Usually a signature volunteer gets 100 signatures in 3 hours in front of Whole Foods, REI, or at farmers’ markets. Request is 2 hours per month to get the goal of signatures.
Elizabeth explained the initiative process and talked about her 20 years working on initiatives for the company she works for Ken Masterton/Sarah Wright (Masterson & Wright).   
Elizabeth offered to come to chapters or a group of chapters for petition training. 
Contact Elizabeth Lambe or your Central Coast Council rep on this effort.
Email: ejlambe@gmail.com 714-357-8576.  
9:20 am
Brief feedback on CC Council meetings for Garry



-Hosting and scheduling



-Agenda planning process



-AUDCAL website usefulness



-NOTES usefulness
Council members reported that the Chapter Network website and NOTES are very useful, and complimented Garry on the planning of the agenda of the meetings.

Steve Ferry asked Garry who gets NOTES and AGENDAS from Audubon California by email. Garry explained that he sends emails to all Chapter Leaders listed on the Chapter Leader Forms, and not just to the Council reps. Steve and Tam suggested that chapters put notices and a link to the NOTES in their newsletter and on their website.
Garry asked for Speakers bureau suggestions to be emailed to him to share with other chapters.
CHAPTER REPORTS
La Purisima Audubon (Tam and Mike Taafe)
-There are settling ponds on Vandenberg Air Force Base. 
-As part of the PRIDE campaign at Santa Ynez Estuary, 67 kids were taken on a tour at Ocean Park and Surf Station. They were especially interested in Yellow-billed Magpie. 
-Tam reported that EDC is helping with renewable energy concerns, and she wanted to thank SB Audubon for helping La Purisima establish this relationship. 
-Tam reported that the chapter has gone from a wine and cheese social org to a conservation org.  This is a stretch for her as they have lots of forms to fill out and don’ t have time for fund raising. Garry suggested a small chapter fund raising webinar or workshop might be valuable. The chapter doesn’t have a newsletter.
-PRIDE Survey dates are on the La Purisima website http://www.lapurisimaaudubon.org/ in case volunteers want to join in the effort or you can get the schedule by emailing Tam at bima455@msn.com
-Tam asked for a website workshop from Audubon. They are having problems maintaining their website. Does anyone have webmaster suggestions for them? Please email Tam above. What about an intern or college student studying marketing?
-Mark Daraz designed Elfin Forest walkways for disabled folks and Tam has invited him to the Santa Ynez Estuary.
Conejo Valley Audubon (Carol); 
-We are proud of our monthly programs. 
-The chapter main program is TREE with Sequoia Middle School and Santa Monica Mtns National Recreation Area where kids learn to plant native plants, do bird surveys.  -Chapter has nominated the teacher as a Toyota Together Green hero. 
-Chapter is engaged in Santa Clara River,  Ojai Raptor Center. Western Foundation Veterate Zoology and Environmental Defense Center. 

-Chapter is considering participating in Cactus Wren surveys. 
-Chapter toured Simi Valley Landfill which is a green facility with owl boxes, falcons chasing off the gulls that bring germs to water supply.  
-Chapter has seen a decrease in membership. 
-Chapter still print newsletter but don’t send to National members.
Morro Coast Audubon (Christy Holmes, President) – 
-All electronic newsletter but still print 55 newsletters and have dropped bulk mail permit. Over 300 go by email. Over 50% of our membership isn’t getting anything because they didn’t respond. 

-Annual fund drive has raised $12,000 so far from 900 letters.

-Solar Committee is working on a final draft of a policy on large scale solar projects. 

-Starting Executive Ad Hoc Committee to redefine Board roles and By-laws. Chapter has acquired land and doesn’t have policies in place for land management or liability issues. So Lands Committee will be developing policies.  
-Working on trail in 8 acres adjacent to Sweet Springs and attendant problems with County permits, local opposition, etc.

-CAL POLY students are volunteering to do work on the property.

-PROP 84 grants: what is the status? (Followup: new guidelines have been released. Contact Garry if you want a copy. This has been emailed to Christy.)
-received $25,000 from Sempra Energy Foundation for Snowy Plover outreach program.

They will have docent booth on weekends, etc.
-Morro Bay Winter Bird Festival is January 15-18, 2010 sponsored in part by the chapter. 

-Received $5,000 grant from National Estuary Association to find out status of Black Rail wintering and breeding.  One of the outcomes will be recommendations to State Parks on managing for Black Rail. 

Santa Barbara Audubon (Darlene Chirman, Pres)

-will be breaking ground soon on Aviary (Mews) for raptors at Museum of Natural History in Santa Barbara thanks to a donation of $25,000 from Chumash Casino. The mews is for raptors that can’t be rehabbed and are used for education. 
-Got first in state with 216 species on Christmas Bird Count.

-New restoration project: Goleta Valley Land Trust got $ 5 million settlement from beach resort and gave $35,000 grant to SB Audubon to do restoration at Coal Oil Point.

-Snowy Plovers on Coal Oil Point fledged 60 chicks, all time record.

-Science projects are: 35 Tree Swallow nest boxes; White-tail Kite monitoring project; ----Channel Islands National Park meeting with 5 biologists from National Parks. National Parks needs volunteers to support census and conservation efforts. National Parks will put together list of opportunities and distribute to chapters, and ask that chapters fill volunteers that are skilled for the opportunities. Santa Barbara Audubon is organizing a list of contacts in chapters who could communicate with volunteers and National Park Service.
-Santa Barbara Audubon started Chapter Only membership.

Monterey Bay Peninsula Audubon (Blake Matheson, President)
-Panoche Valley solar installation – the largest in the world. Chapter is working on this.
-overallocation of the Carmel River

-development of Regal Oaks partnering with Monterey Land watch

-redeveloping partnership with Ventana Wildlife Society

-Donors have stopped giving since there is no conservation mission

-Reviving SANDERLING newsletter

-Reestablishing Education Committee 

-Organized Big Sur CBC and Monterey CBC

-Will do biggest County contest
Ventura Audubon (Bruce Schoppe, President)
-got good publicity on CBC and got more volunteers

-is going to have fundraiser at Mimi’s Café that will contribute 15% of each 

-received $4,000 from Audubon California Share the Shore Snowy Plover children’s art program

-Education Chair raised issues about Audubon Adventures and Pennies for Planet program. Ventura used to have 20 classrooms, and now is down to 11. 

Feedback: Please communicate with National re: Audubon Adventures and Pennies for the Planet fundraising outreach to teachers through Audubon Adventures.
(Note from Garry: this is done).

Audubon California  Board – Steve Ferry, Board rep for Central Coast Council

Highlights:

-Comprehensive Water Package – Audubon California was successful in getting “no net loss for migratory birds” in water package.

-additional 80 acres added to Kern River Preserve.

-$ 800,000,000 grant received by Richardson Bay Audubon Center to restore Aramburu island in SF Bay. Total raised: $ 1.4 million.

-Ground broken on Tubbs Island marsh restoration in SF Bay near Vallejo
-Jeff Chapman is new Director at Debs Park. The mission is to reach out to underserved populations of youth. LEEDS Platinum building, totally off the grid. Infrastructure has been repaired. 100% increase in student numbers. Together Green grants. K-5 program tied to Arroyo Seco watershed. Summer camp program. Took a group of kids to Tejon Ranch to do habitat restoration. 
Garry asked for feedback on possibility of regional Education Conference for chapter Education Chairs to share educational strategies and practices. All chapters thought this was a very good idea. (Update: This will be done).
11:00 am              
Report on Santa Ynez River Estuary restoration and monitoring program 


by Tam Taafe, La Purisima, and Andrea Jones, Audubon California
Andrea gave a presentation on the history and challenges of Santa Ynez River estuary. It is an Audubon California Important Bird Area. Audubon California and La Purisima Audubon are partnered on the PRIDE campaign to build citizen awareness, and on the restoration. 

Full Power Point presentation is available from ajones@audubon.org
11:30 am               
Discussion of Audubon California renewable energy policy and update on Central Coast solar and wind projects and policies
Steve reported on the Audubon California Board policy on renewable energy which emphasizes distributed generation.
Garry reported on Audubon California’s efforts on solar energy siting in the Mojave.

Andrea reported on Morro Coast’s creation of a solar Committee which is 
developing a policy for the chapter and has submitted recommendations to the County for a County policy.
Andrea reported on the projects near Carrizo Plain. Morro Coast has prepared a sheet of issues that come up including pesticides, fencing, water, other issues by species.

TNC is about to hire a new Manager for SLO and SB Counties and will be 
handling renewable energy issues.



                               
David Breksta of U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service in Ventura is engaged in Panoche Valley solar.

Chapters asked Garry to evolve the Distribution group Solar Chapter Network to a Listserv.

Steve Ferry reported that Jared Huffman’s Assembly bill allowing solar to be sold back to utilities has passed and that this will create a market incentive for individuals to put solar on their rooftops.
1:00 pm                
Meeting adjourn

Boat Ride

After the meeting, chapter leaders doive 15 minutes to Lake Cachuma to take the boat ride. During the ride, more than 6 Bald Eagles were sighted in various plumages along with Prairie Falcon, Peregrine Falcon, ducks and other great birds.
Thank you Tam for arranging this!

