Bay Area Council Meeting

Saturday, January 16, 2010
Richardson Bay Audubon Center

Tiburon, CA

76 Greenwood Beach Road

Tiburon, CA 94920

http://www.tiburonaudubon.org/
Breakfast snacks hosted by Marin Audubon

NOTES
9:00 am
Garry George, Jerry Karr led a brief discussion of Council format, 



future Council meeting themes and brief feedback on Councils so far.



Feedback: More agenda planning with host chapter, Garry to call for agenda items after consulting with host

9:10-10:45 
Chapter and Audubon California Board reports

Golden Gate Audubon

Mark Welther, ED
-GG won National education award for Eco-Oakland/Richmond program.

Watershed based, kids get to see water squirted on topographical map to see how water flows, the kids get to see wildlife and plants in their yard, local restoration project, go with families on field trip. Outdoor education.
First Birdathon this spring. Working with Portland Audubon for model. 

Janeanne asked about new birders. Some CBC compilers won’t take them. Napa/Solano takes all birders. Madrone has a children’s CBC. Ohlone added a count. 

Madrone Audubon

Janeanne Erickson, Pres

– CBC 183 species. 140 participants. Beautiful day.

MOU with Sea Ranch Task Committee. They are going to be a sub-committee of Madrone and apply for grants for seabird monitoring. BLM is hoping to use the model of the Sea Ranch Task Committee to protect other rocks off coast. *Note: some chapters charge administration fee of 10% or 20% to administer grants, which can be added into the grant budget.
Sonoma school (K-6) predominantly Latino school and Madrone worked together on heron rookery. May 5 (Cinco de Mayo) Madrone and school will be working together on migratory birds, etc. 

Mendoza family in Pt. Reyes converted old family ranch to vacation rental for birders: Call Linda Mendoza 415-669-7166.  Looks over Drake’s Bay

MARIN AUDUBON

Barbar Salzman, Lowell Sykes

Marin has new website. http://www.marinaudubon.org/
CBC – 186 species, around 125 particpants.

Marin is interested in acquiring 60 acre parcel old marina on Petaluma River at San Antonio Creek. This was written up in Contra Costa Times. It’s part of Petaluma Marsh. Currently in the appraisal process. Also reported in Marin Independent Journal. Tip: Mail your newsletters to journalists and media. Approx. appraisal around $2 million.

Fund raising for winter: appeal letters raise around $18,000.

Corete Madera Ecological Reserve has major problems with denuded vegetation from tampling by kite surfers. DFG has no rangers to enforce this trespass. Marin Audubon had a meeting with kite board shop.  Veronica Bowers, Ex-Pres of Madrone has dealt with this and offered some suggestions.
MT. DIABLO AUDUBON
Hugh Harvey, Conservation Chair
Fundraising down from last year but equal to past years.

CBC under 150 species. Eastern Contra Costa count is 9 years old. Over 140 species. 

Will be tabling Feb 5, 6,7 at Flyway Festival in Vallejo. 

Walnut Creek will have bird festival.

No Child Left Inside program at Jack London School in Antioch for 5th grade. 
Still selling Congra Costa BB Atlas.

NAPA SOLANO
Jerry Karr, Program Chair
Audubon California Board member

Took over Angwin (top of ridge between St. Helena and Hope Valley). CBC. Benicia CBC has good turnout. Partnered with St. Helena Library focused on family and children on Angwin CBC and got lots of new people engaged.

Audubon/Toyota Together Green volunteer Days grant project was successful.

Has FACEBOOK page!

Flyway Festival is Feb 5,6,7 in Vallejo.

OHLONE 
Evelyn Cormier, Pres.
Fundraising up a little from last year. Usually around $6,000-8,000.

Patteson Ranch development next to Coyote Hills East Bay Regional Park. DEIR was in December. Development scaled back. Ohlone upset that willow groves would be cut down. Ohlone hired experts to comment on the EIR.  The group asked for those contacts. Here they are:

Richard Grassetti,geocons@aol.com, 510-849-2354

Carol Beahan, Wilscape Engineering Services, P.O> Box 704, CorteMadera, CA 94976, 415-924-6970.

Area 3 and 4 in Newark might be developed for golf course. Ohlone opposes this development. Lots of problems including sea level rise. DEIR has been released. Important habitat for salt marsh harvest mice, rails, etc.
One Ohlone member is redrafting website.

CBC had 80 people 168 species, down a little from former years. Passerines light. First year at Eastern Alameda County. Lots of beginning birders. 20% of 77 particpants were beginners and beginners were used for recording data. 144 species. 47 Golden Eagles. 200 Yellow-billed Magpies.

 (mines road in Livermore) Two key sectors:  Ohlone wilderness, Sunol Regional Park. They had 33 Eagles. 
Rich Cimino informed us that Feb 6 is Burrowing Owl  Consortium meeting in Livermore. Contact Rich for details: rscimino@earthlink.net.  Garry commented that Audubon California gave a Collaborative Funding grant to Wintu Audubon in Redding to support a Burrowing Owl Artifical Burrow program hoped to be adopted by DFG. Jack Barclay at Albion argues against artificial burrows, and will talk at the meeting.
Ohlone is engaged in Western Wilderness Conference 2010 to be held in Berkeley on April 8-11, 2010. Audubon California is a co-sponsor. Barbara Boxer may be there. There will be field trips, one to Pt. Reyes to see the oyster farm. Rich may lead trip to Yosemite.  More on www.westernwilderness.org Focus on 164 Wilderness Act.

SANTA CLARA VALLEY 

Bob Power, ED
Chapter is producing a documentary on Burrowing Owl
Chapter is giving a presentation later in the meeting, so deferred.

SEQUOIA

Gary Deghi, Conservation Chair
Gary has watched Board evolve into new blood with new enthusiasm. Chris Olson passed away in her sleep and is a big loss for the Board and the birding community. Chapter will host event in her name.
Nancy Arbuckle is new Conservation Chair and is monitoring Sharp park with GG Audubon, and Cargill Redwood City project.  Community session Feb. 1 in Redwood City to talk about Cargill project. Nancy Arbuckle is hosting conservation advocacy meeting prior to that meeting.

Sequoia received $11,000 California State Parks Endowment grant for restoration of riparian habitat at Cascade Creek at Ano Nuevo State Park. Chapter monitored baseline of bird usage, removed ecucalyptus trees, conducted restoration events with State Parks to plant willow. Target species is San Francisco Yellowthroat.

Fundraising: included insert in newsletter rather than send out appeal letter. Don’t think it worked. Usually get $10,000 from annual appeal. Deamasco and Associates in Half Moon Bay has made $30,000 available to Chapter for Pescadero Marsh State Reserve through 1% for the Planet program. Chapter received $50,000 bequest which may be restricted. Trust was a family that lives a few houses down from Francis Toldi so you can never tell. 

Jennifer Rycegna and Gary are talking to a boat captain in Half Moon Bay and inaugurated a pelagic trip program at the chapter in Half Moon Bay. First trip recorded White-chinned Petrel, second record but first live bird.  Excellent photos on Sequoia website. Bird finding guide on website totally rocks.

CBC – 190 species Crystal Springs. b est bird red-naped sapsucker. Ano Nuevo around 175 species. About 50 participants.

10:45-11:15
Discussion: Altamont update and county wind ordinances
 Barbara Salzman asked for comments on an ordinance in Marin County she is working on. The ordinance includes a paragraph requiring developers to follow the CEC guidelines in developing wind energy. This ordinance is the first of a kind.
Altamont: Mark Welther reported that Nov was the deadline for 50% reduction in raptor mortality. Monitoring report was due in August, but came out Dec. 18. Science Review Committee met this week Jan 14,15. Report is 43 pages. Conclusions of committee:
-considerable uncertainty because there is variability however:

1)  Little or no evidence of 50% reduction in raptor fatalies:

2) Little or no evidence that seasonal shutdown reduced raptor fatalities;

3) Substantial evidence that repowering with larger turbines would substantially reduce raptor mortality.

Meetings last week with developers, County, Att Gen, wildlife agencies, GG and SCVA reps. Commitment came out to repower incrementally. (Repower; take out old turbines and replace with new, bigger, fewer turbines using science for siting). 
Wednesday, Jan. 20: Altamont Pass WRA meeting to present data and possible directions for the public. www.apwraconservationplan.org
Golden Gate and Santa Clara Valley have advised developers and agencies that they would like to see a repowering plan from the developers before they comment on that strategy.
11:15 – 12:15   
Santa Clara Valley Audubon
Bob Power, Exec Director and Shani Kleinhaus,Conservation Advocate of SCVAS discussed the chapter’s increased conservation activities including the publication of a paper on mitigation monitoring available online at 




http://www.scvas.org/pdf/MitigationMonitoring_2009.pdf
and the chapter’s advocacy with Monterey Peninsula Audubon and Fresno Audubon and the chapters engaged in the newly created Solar Energy Chapter Network on a 10,000 acre large scale solar project proposed in Panoche Valley in San Benito County. Panoche Valley is a globally Important Bird Area and northern refuge for endangered and sensitive species including San Joaquin endemics.
12:15

LUNCH 
1:00 pm
Dan Taylor, Audubon California’s Policy Director in Sacramento, 


discusses:
Election year will add intensity to the legislative process for 2010, as will the ongoing budget problems and legislation.

Dan talked about the 2010 Audubon California Policy Priorities:

-Climate change adaptation legislation: revenues from cap and trade income should be directed to adaptation strategies for species.

-further lead based ammunition legislation – working with Assemblymeber Pedro Nava – especially on state wildlife areas. There is federal ban on duck hunting but not on upland species such as pheasants, etc.  Eventually, we hope to h ave lead banned in hunting throughout California. We hope that studies on impacts of lead ammunition in harvesting of wildlife on health of humans will be conducted.
-Salton Sea legislation

-Water Bills and Bonds: cleanup legislation and Board and Commission appointments. Four bills: one focused on Delta and governance of the Delta; three others focused on reducing the demands for water from the Delta.  
New appointments in state of California!
Dan reported that Lester Snow has been appointed new Secretary of Natural Resources,  Mark Cowan, Director of Water Resources, John McCamman Dir of Dept of Fish & Game. Audubon California is participating in an effort to reform the department of Fish& Game.
-Audubon California’s new Renewable Energy Policy (see Additional Documents)
-Audubon’s effort on vehicle licensing fees to support California State Parks and conservation agencies.
Audubon California is a supporter and participant and has made a financial commitment to this initiative as parks are important for birds as well as people. Dan introduced Ken Masterton, whose company Masterton & Wright is leading the effort on the initiative.

Volunteer signature gathering is key to this initiative. We have to conclude our drive by mid and late April. Need 700,000 signatures to qualify. Need chapters to set goal of signatures. Each signature is equal to $700 in funding per year for State Parks. The last budget for State Parks was 120 million. This initiative would provide almost 500 million per year for State Parks, which allows the State Parks Department to also do deferred maintenance and bring the system up to what it was. Feel free to contact Ken at 415-868-1431 campmw@sbcglobal.net . Audubon California sent out packages with petition signature pages and contacts for regional representatives to Chapter Presidents and Executive Directors. Trainings are available at your chapter by contacting Ken or his regional representatives. Good locations are Whole Foods, REI, stores, bird festivals, farmers markets. 
2:00 pm
Adjourn

