Central Valley / Sierra Nevada Council Meeting
Saturday, February 13, 2010
Hosted by Sacramento Audubon

Location:  
Cosumnes River Preserve 
13501 Franklin Blvd 
Galt CA 95632 
(916) 684-2816 
http://www.cosumnes.org/
Attending:

Walt McInnis, San Joaquin

Joanne Hoyt, Tulare County
Jihada Govan, Tulare County
Mary Scheit, Yolo

Keith Wagner, Sacramento 

Peter Watkins, Sacramento

Heath Waklee, Sierra Foothills

Garry George, AUDCAL

Jordan Wellwood, AUDCAL

NOTES:

9:00      Coffee and snacks courtesy Sacramento Audubon
9:30      Feedback session – Garry George, Chapter Network Director
AGENDA: Keith suggests that the Agenda go out 30 days before the meeting to chapter leaders as a DRAFT for comment. 
NOTES: Chapter leaders like the notes and especially like that the Notes are available for chapter leaders who cannot attend as well as for new members of chapters. Heath uses it as selling tool to interest leaders in his chapter.
WEBSITE: Chapter leaders reported that they are using all components of the Chapter Network site.

EDUCATION SUMMIT: Chapter leaders asked that Audubon California get feedback from Education chairs on day of the week Summit should be held. July might be better than May as teachers will be on hiatus.  Chapter leaders asked that an email go out to both Education Chairs and Presidents.
MEETINGS: CV/Sierra chapter leaders would like 2 hours for Chapter Reports as they are always rushed.
AUDUBON ASSEMBLY: Garry reported that the Assembly will be March 2011 in either SD, Asilomar, or Bay Area. The Council felt that cost should be a major factor. A low cost location would be well attended.  Hilton in Stockton might be a good choice for the future.
Welcome 
Keith Wagner, President, Sacramento Audubon & Central Valley/Sierra representative to Audubon California Board welcomed the group, invited them to eat, thanked Jordan for securing the location at Cosumnes Preserve
Audubon California Board report
The Council discussed the resignation of John Flicker as President of Audubon. Garry reported that Jess Morton, Chapter representative on the National Audubon Board, is on the Selection Committee, and if there are any suggestions for candidates for President, we should relay them to Jess. Keith suggested that the Council endorse Glenn Olsen, or that individual chapters ask the Selection Committee to consider Glenn Olsen. Keith said he would take on the possibility of a Council endorsement/communication to Jess Morton.
Keith Wagner reported that the Audubon California Board handled the economic downturn by immediately cutting budgets by 10% and having another plan to cut another 20% if the economy got worse. Keith reported that the staff responded well and Audubon California is in good shape. 
Keith reported that the Energy Policy developed by Audubon California was focused on siting to minimize impacts on birds and bats. Keith reported that the Chapter Committee strongly advocated for a specific endorsement of distributed generation, or local generated energy projects that have less impacts on the environment, such as solar rooftops. The Conservation Committee and the Board finally adopted a policy that emphasizes distributed generation as well as large scale renewable energy projects in meeting our renewable energy goals.
Tulare County Audubon – Joanne Hoyt, President

Issues: need to increase membership, want to have a good education program, board recruitment and reinvigoration of membership are the big issues. 315 chapter members. Joanne reported that the chapter is trying to attract volunteers through specific job descriptions and assignments. She announced new website! www.tulareauduboncounty.org. Joanne is hoping to appoint a Search Committee to find new Board members. Mary suggested that at Yolo new Board members come in as At-Large members before assuming a position. Yolo’s Board has been full for 19 years. Mary also suggested Board retreat and regular socialization has helped their Board. Joanne also looked for fund-raising ideas. 
San Joaquin Audubon – Walt McInnis, President

New Board member Susan Snyder has joined from Florida, and created the chapter’s first chapter brochure. San Joaquin has joined Yolo to present a Symposium on conservation of the Delta and the water bills and bonds, thanks in part to a Collaborative funding grant from Audubon California. Liz West from the chapter is representing San Joaquin in this effort. Friends of Lower Calaveras River has formed in Stockton and San Joaquin is considering joining. San Joaquin leads bird walks on the Calaveras River. The chapter still suffers the loss of Conservation Chair Waldo Holt. There are lots of development challenges. San Joaquin is participating in proposal by developer Spanos to reach out to environmental orgs. Dave Wagner, Conservation Chair, is participating in this.

Yolo Audubon – Mary Scheidt

Yolo emphasizes “fun raising” for their Bird-A-Thon. Yolo initiated a Fund-raising Committee, offers drawings, posts a wish list, and gave suggestions for other fund raising techniques. Yolo is publishing a booklet of Yolo County Species of Special Concern. Conservation Chair Chad Roberts makes comments on projects and is working on Yolo County NCCP/HCP.  Chad reports to the Board monthly but not in detail and Board doesn’t approve every comment Chad makes on projects.  Bay Delta Conservation Plan Symposium will be held in partnership with Watershed Education, and thanks in part to Audubon Collaborative Funding grant. Yolo published a County checklist including birding sites in April 2004. The effort was underwritten by donors, and the checklist is sold. Yolo Audubon is considering engaging on wind energy project on Walker Ridge in Colusa County, which is outside the chapter area, and may ask Redbud to partner.  Garry reported that Audubon California provides advocacy resources for chapters on the Chapter Network site under Advocacy Resources, and that there is a Chapter Wind Network throughout the state that can help with advocacy on wind f arm projects.
Sierra Foothills – Heath Wakelee, President

Sierra Foothills has six meetings a year and Board meetings on the opposite months.  Heath’s goal was to build the Board over a two year period during his Presidency.  Heath recommends that best recruitment is specific job description, and make it interesting. Don’t just ask for general Board members. Identify people that are coming to meetings that haven’t participated. If you ask them to serve, they may do it. Sierra Foothills fund raising centers around litigation. Garry reported that Santa Clara Valley Audubon created a document on Mitigation Monitoring that is provided online on the Chapter Network site www.ca.audubon.org/chapters.php. under Advocacy Resources. Sierra Foothills meetings are held in Placerville. Sun City/Lincoln Hills Bird Club has active membership of about 250 but don’t come to meetings. They participate in Christmas Bird Counts and other citizen science efforts.

Sacramento Audubon – Peter Watkins, Past President

Last month, Sacramento lost Roy Greenway, past President and voice of reason, formerly Alan Cranston’s chief of staff. Sacramento appointed two new Board members. Sacramento’s main feature is 125-130 field trips per year. Field Activities Committee is 15 people. These field trips attract new members and field trip leaders give feedback to the Board on participants who might be qualified to be Board members. This has been very productive for recruiting new Board members.
Peter dramatically held up last year’s Treasury report. Are you familiar with how your chapter is doing financially, he asked?  
Peter reported that the chapter only membership dues are now $1,000/month, and donations are up to $3500.
Peter requested that Audubon National Board minutes be available to chapters.

Keith and Peter recommended that Chapter Reports be extended to 2 hours and end at lunch so that Chapters can keep going if they want.
Keith is now seeing membership increase at his chapter, but sees some decreasing of budget at the National and Audubon California level.  Keith thinks that the economy is a good opportunity for chapters to attract folks to chapter field trips as there are many who will not be travelling overseas or going on vacations far from their home. 
Tricolored Blackbird

Rod Kelsey gave a presentation on Audubon California’s two year program on Tricolored Blackbird Conservation. That presentation is available by emailing Rod at rkelsey@audubon.org
Some highlights of the presentation:

-may go extinct in Rod’s lifetime

-over 90% of the population is in California
-concentrated effort to track populations in Central Valley
-North America’s current most colonial landbird, formerly Passenger Pigeon.
Rod showed A FIELD OF BIRDS which is online http://ca.audubon.org/videos.php# scroll to the bottom to A FIELD OF BIRDS
Audubon California’s 2 year program focuses on

-monitoring populations

-sileage buyouts
-habitat enhancement and creation
-Collaborative work with private landowners
What can chapters do?

Rod recommended that chapters enter sightings of blackbirds and colonies inTricolored Working Group portal http://tricolorice.ucdavis.edu
Keith asked whether the impacts on Tricolored Blackbirds was considered in decisions  about water transfer in Sacramento Valley. 
California State Parks Initiative 
Pam Armas from California State Parks Rangers Association spoke about the initiative and the importance to parks throughout California. Pam also works managing all the state parks in the Sierra. Garry reported that the goal for chapters is 2,000 signatures per chapter to qualify for the ballot, and re-iterated the incentives offered to chapters by Audubon California of $1,000 for the chapter that delivers the most signatures. Chapters compete in three different categories separated by membership numbers. Details of the initiative, guidelines for gathering signatures, the incentive program, and an FAQ (frequently answered questions) on the initiative are posted on the Chapter Network website http://ca.audubon.org/chapters.php on the menu on the left under Advocacy Resources.

Solar Energy Chapter Network 
Garry and Jordan reported on a network of chapters that works on solar projects throughout the state. Anyone who is interested in joining this network can contact Garry George at ggeorge@audubon.org
There is a large scale solar project proposed on 10,000 acres in the Panoche Valley, a globally Important Bird Area in San Benito County near Hollister with a smaller project by the same company proposed in Fresno County. Santa Clara Valley Audubon, Monterey Peninsula Audubon and Fresno Audubon are engaged in the project and Santa Clara Valley Audubon is leading a site visit on Saturday, March 6. If you want to attend please contact shani@scvas.org or ggeorge@audubon.org.
Garry reported that Audubon California participated last fall in a group of environmental leaders who identified siting guidelines and locations in Mojave desert for siting of large scale solar energy projects. Those guidelines were submitted to BLM PEIS and to Dianne Feinstein’s staff for consideration for the Desert Monument legislation. Those guidelines are available from Garry.

Legislative Update – Jordan Wellwood, Conservation Coordinator
WATER BOND – Will appear on November ballot. Audubon California sits on the board and supports the Bond. Much of our conservation work is funded through this bond, including wildlife refuges, partnerships with private landowners, etc.  Audubon California is engaged in advocating for appointments to the Delta Commission. Keith Wagner commented that Audubon California is wasting resources and time on this bond as he thinks it will not pass due to opposition of the cost from unions such as teachers, nurses, and firemen.
CLIMATE CHANGE – We are emphasizing adaptation over carbon reduction, and directing funds from cap and trade or other programs to helping species adapt to climate change. There is an effort to advocate at the national level for adaptation funding. We are watching efforts to suspend AB32.  

CALIFORNIA DEPT OF FISH & GAME – We are participating in discussions to improve the department in funding, limiting 

SALTON SEA – Bills to restore the Sea seem to be held up in Appropriations. Audubon California is advocating for a governance structure. 30 Million has already been set aside in legislation and bonds that have passed, but the money has not been authorized.
LEAD AMMUNITION – Audubon California is working on extending the ban on lead ammunition to the rest of the State of California.
SACRAMENTO VALLEY – Diane Feinstein has proposed water transfer bill that will override the Endangered Species Act and the ruling on the jobs bill. Audubon California is vigorously opposing her proposal.
Notes taken hastily by Garry George and they have not been reviewed for accuracy. Please send corrections to ggeorge@audubon.org
