SoCAL COUNCIL Meeting

Saturday, Saturday, February 20, 2010

Tillman Water Treatment Plant, Conference Room

http://www.lasewers.org/treatment_plants/tillman/index.htm
6100 Woodley Ave

Van Nuys CA 91403

818-756-8166

Hosted by San Fernando Valley Audubon

Attending:

Carolyn Oppenheimer, San Fernando

Jim Moore, San Fernando

Gail Ford, San Fernando

Jim Hardesty, San Fernando

Kris Ohlenkamp, San Fernando

Mark Osokow, San Fernando

Laura Garrett, Pasadena Audubon

Will Fulmer, Pasadena Audubon

Ron Cyger, Pasadena Audubon

Roy van der Hoek, Whittier Audubon

Letty Brooks, Whittier Audubon

Bob Brooks, Whittier Audubon

Chris Redfern, San Diego Audubon

Drew Feldman, San Bernardino Audubon

Jess Morton, Palos Verdes/South Bay Audubon

Dan Guthrie, Pomona Valley Audubon

Rev Moore, Pomona Valley Audubon

Garry George, Audubon California
AGENDA:

8:00
Bird walk in Sepulveda Wildlife Basin led by Kris Ohlenkamp, Conservation 
Chair, San Fernando Valley Audubon

Over 45 species in one hour!
9:00      Coffee and snacks from San Fernando Valley Audubon
9:30 
Chapter Network Housekeeping (Garry)


-Are you using the NOTES from Council Meetings? YES

-Are you using the resources on the Chapter Network Site? YES

-Are you good with the agenda planning process? YES

-Are you good with the Council schedule? YES but

Please change themes, and include agencies as well as Audubon such as CEQA workshop, US Army Corps, etc.


-Could anything be improved? 

-Are you interested in an Education summit in July at Debs? YES

-Together Green grants are now online www.ca.audubon.org/chapters.php
‘

National Audubon Board 

Jess Morton reported that he is on Search Cmmittee for new President of Audubon. You can send suggestions for candidates or suggested qualities for a President to Jess. There will be a website for input on desired qualities of next candidate.  Jess reported that there is now a Standing Committee on Chapters, and Jess is Chair. This Committee will look at chapter needs as well as National needs on chapters, and how to motivate members to be more diverse and active in supporting chapters.  jmorton@audubon.org (new email address) if you have ideas or suggestions.  There is already a Strategic Plan in place for another 3 years. Comment: dues share doesn’t cover newsletters to National members. Garry pointed out that there is more than “dues share” going to chapters in grants. Drew and others pointed out that this doesn’t help nuts and bolts and membership services costs, grants are only for special projects. Carolyn pointed out that grants are seldom given to sustain programs, but for start ups.  Chris reported that Audubon chapters are independent activities and goals and activities are not necessarily aligned with National policies or messages. So, Chris thinks that chapters should be independent and raise their own money. Laura reported that Pasadena Audubon did better from the cut in dues share as they rallied to make the chapter financially independent. She feels that Audubon should help fund newsletter mailings and other communication to National members.  Chris sees National members as “prospects” and sends newsletters for one year. If the national members don’t join the chapter or support the chapter, then San Diego Audubon drops them off the mailing list. Mark commented that chapter members donate to chapters, not National members.
Welcome from San Fernando Valley Audubon
Jim Moore and Jim Hardesty and several other members of San Fernando Valley Audubon welcomed the Council to Sepulveda Wildlife Basin.
Chapter Reports
San Fernando Valley Audubon - Jim Moore

Education: Priority is Sepulveda Wildlife Basin education program run by Carolyn Oppenheimer – 36 busloads of kids went through this year. Program funded 40% by Los Angeles Audubon and the rest funded by San Fernando Valley Audubon.  The program is under threat with transportation challenges. Bus program is in danger of being cut or ended. Buses are now up to $ 350/bus from $100/bus.  Jim feels that the program is the best outreach program to diverse communities that the chapter has. Letty reported that Whittier applied for a grant from Bank of America for buses, and got it. Chris suggested that SFV contact California Community Foundation http://www.calfund.org/ or other local Community Foundation, or banks. 
Membership: Trying to bring in more youth. Inaugurated a youth membership at $20 and encouraging youth to join bird walks.  Started College Conservation Committee with students from local colleges.  For instance, clean-up day at Sepulveda Basin, native plant programs with 50 students, tree planting in the Basin.  Students sometimes get extra-curriculum credits. 

Recreation: Sponsor Sepulveda Basin bird walk once a month. Kris Ohlenkamp has led walks for 30 years. Chatsworth Nature Reserve, Descanso Gardens. Active participation and good outreach opportunity.

Conservation Dinner: Friday, March 5 honoring Carolyn Oppenheimer.

Antelope Valley: SFV has sub-chapter incubating with hopes to become a chapter. The group has had some trouble bringing new active members into the sub-chapter. SFV supports them financially. Drew reported that Coachella Valley also is interested in being a chapter. 

Whittier Area Audubon – Roy van der Hoek, President, Letty Brooks, Education Chair
Recreation: just came from Veteran’s Park with sapsuckers and woodpeckers. Whittier leads bird walks regularly especially at Whittier Narrows Nature Center, now once a month. La Mirada Regional Park. 

Conservation issues: Oil fields in Puente Hills, Montebello Hills, Discovery Center at Whittier Narrows. Roy read a message he wrote in the newsletter about the Discovery Center plans to remove the current Nature Center and replace it with an 18,000 square foot Discovery Center. Roy says EIR has been approved and Friends of Whittier Narrows might bring CEQA litigation over the project.  Discovery Center is a project of the Rivers and Mountains Conservancy, a state conservancy, as the lead agency under CEQA. Roy reported that there is also a NEPA process that the federal government is doing. Dan asked if there is mitigation? Roy replied that there is mitigation in building a wetlands next to the parking lot to catch runoff. Letty commented that there is no money to build it, and that the construction is dependent on the November water bond. Letty reported that Joan Powell wrote draft and final EIR comments, andJoan is second generation of conservationists in Southern California. She will be honored with a dinner. New Publicity Chair is bringing in new members with articles in the city paper.
Pasadena Audubon – Laura Garrett, Conservation Chair, Ron Cyger, Program Chair, Will Fulmer, President

Conservation: City Plan; Laura applied and got on City Commission and was able to insert importance of birds in city planning. Also fighting soccer fields planned on Hahamanga in the riparian habitat. After the City Council meeting on the Arroyo Seco, the lead manager asked Laura for bird data from Pasadena Audubon, and Laura gave them information on three species of special concern. Also countered claim that chaparral doesn’t have as much diversity as trees. Pasadena found a company to clean graffiti off of signs and then coat them with protective coating, and hopefully catch the kids and arrest them for federal trespassing. 

Pasadena is giving $4,000 in grants this year. Details posted on www.pasadenaaudubon.org. Applications are due March 15, 2010. Grants are for educational scholarship for ornithology, research on birds, or organization that has a parallel mission.

Pasadena created Wrentit Club as a Big Year for members of Pasadena Audubon with different levels for the number of birds you see during the year.  E-bird top 10 in LA County are from Pasadena Audubon. 

Pasadena Audubon is looking to change their logo. Chris suggested an art school contest. 

John Fitzpatrick is coming to present May program – third Wednesday. He is Director of Cornell Program of Ornithology.

San Bernardino Valley Audubon – Drew Feldman, Conservation Chair

Corruption: Drew continued his tradition of showing front page stories of corrupt officials in Riverside or San Bernardino Counties! This one is a San Bernardino County Board of Supervisor who accepted bribes from developers, a staff member who blackmailed the Supervisor, and then five “John Does” all on the Board of Supervisors. County paid developer 102 million dollars for 64 acres of floodplain. Newspaper had photo of Jerry Brown announcing the indictments.

Recreation: expanded to 38 field trips, especially to the deserts in San Bernardino and Riverside County where there are applications of solar and wind projects.  Drew has a list of 100 proposed projects. Have 4 ongoing lawsuits.  On February 23, Riverside County Board of Supervisors will decide two projects:

-San Bernardino Royal Rangers of Assemblies of God want to build a frontier fort to house 1000 people in San Bernardino Mountains. 

-Villages of Lakeview Project (11,000 homes south of SJWA) and 2,000 homes north of Ramona Expressway, both adjacent to San Jacinto Wildlife Area, Audubon California important Bird Area, possibly the second most important inland IBA due to colony of Tricolored Blackbird.
Drew showed history of SJWA and maps of plans to develop next to the Wildlife Area.

Organization is Friends of the Northern San Jacinto Valley www.northfriends.org  are opposing including past President of SBVAS (SueNash) and former manager of the Wildlife Area. They have lawfirm to consider litigation. Legal expenses expected to be tens of thousands of dollars. Developer is Lewis Homes. 

Drew asked chapters and Audubon California for financial support.
San Diego Audubon – Chris Redfern, Exec Director

Conservation: SD Audubon is thinking about funding for rapid assessment of Mission Bay Park, an Audubon California Important Bird Area. 

San Diego Bird Festival starts March 6. Expecting 400 people.

Membership: Chapter has changed membership levels so that are levels up to $500.
They call their Chapter Memberships “Friends of San Diego Audubon”. 
Fund raising: Starting a major gifts program to attract larger donors for larger donations.

Education: SD Children in Nature Collaborative: 50 orgs that want to connect kids to outdoor nature education inspired by Richard Louv and his Children in Nature (add link).  SEMPRA Foundation has awarded the chapter funds for education programs.

Jim Peugh says “Children in Nature Collaborative is the cure, Environmental Advocacy is the band aid”.  Chapter is establishing Family Nature Clubs in different areas of San Diego to help them to get families out into nature.  Also developing learning workshops: Early Childhood Development and the imporatance of outdoor play.  Second workshop on evaluation of programs.  San Diego has hired an Education Coordinator. Partnered with 5 other orgs to develop a program to teach teachers to use nearby areas as outdoor classrooms aligned with state curriculum standards. 

Pomona Valley Audubon – Rev Moore, Conservation Chair

Continue to collect owl pellets for school kids. Bird walks at Bonelli and in Claremont.
State Parks Initiative 

Paul Westerfer of Masterton & Wright gives strategies on collecting the most signatures for the petitions and gives a status update.Paul explained that there is zero funding for California State Parks unless state allows offshore drilling according to the Governors proposal. Arizona has closed 65% of their state parks. Now shutting down rest stops. Orange County Fairgrounds and other state parks will be auctioned off. Closing parks would affect local businesses. $18 surcharge to auto registration in exchange for free day access use in all California State Parks. Funds go into a trust fund account and cannot be used for other projects or by the Legislature, or Governor. Citizens Oversight Committee oversees the trust fund, and it is audited. 


Goal is 700,000 signatures by April 15 to get the Initiative on the ballot. 


Polling showed over 50% people said they would vote for it. 


Need more volunteers to join the paid signature gatherers especially in the next two months. Asking for 3 hours per month from volunteers.

Best locations: trail heads, weekly farmers markets, REI, Patagonia.


Garry reported that there is a section on the Chapter Network site www.ca.audubon.org/chapters.php with details on the Chapter Incentive Program, FAQ on the initiative, and other information. Chapter Incentive program offered by Audubon California offers $1,000 prize to chapters who turn in the most signatures by April 15.

Paul asks people 1) do you care about state parks? 2) do you think state parks will close if we don’t pass this initiative; 3) then you need to sign this to keep the parks open.
Audubon California Board – Chris Redfern, San Diego Audubon, SoCAL rep on Audubon California Board
Chris reported on the Chapter Committee on the Audubon California Chapter Committee. 

Assembly will be in San Diego, San Francisco or Asilomar first weekend in March, 2011.

Chris described chapter networks that have been created for renewable energy project advocacy like Chapter Wind Energy Network, Chapter Solar Energy Network, etc. Contact Garry if you want to join a network and communicate with other chapters working on renewable energy projects. Chris reported that the Board of Audubon California has adopted a climate change/renewable energy policy and it is available online on the Chapter Network Site under Advocacy Resources.

Chris reported that Los Angeles Audubon, Palos Verdes/South Bay Audubon, and Santa Monica Bay Audubon won a lawsuit against the City of Los Angeles on environmental review of feral cat management program TNR (Trap-Neuter-Return). The judge ruled that the City must conduct an environmental review before it rolls out the program.

Chris reported that Audubon California was very engaged in the Water Bills and will be engaged in the Water Bond.

Chris asked that Council members contact him with any comments or suggestions that need to go to the Audubon California Board level. 

 2. Renewable Energy projects – Chapter networks; 3. feral cats; 4. Water Bond; 5. Water Bills; 6. Renewable Energy Policy of Audubon California;  Chris asked that council members contact him with any wishes. 
Marine Life Protection Act Outcomes
Garry reported on the outcomes of the hearings in Long Beach. He showed a map provided by Seabird Conservation Director Anna Weinstein that showed the proposed areas to be protected by the designations. Garry reported that the recommendations of the panel would have to be adopted by Fish & Game Commission. The map is available from Garry upon request.

Conservation Issues as reported

Council requested a thorough update on Salton Sea for May meeting in Pasadena. 
Legislative Updates

Lead Ban – AB2223 to extend lead ban to state wildlife areas

Delta/Water Package Follow up – Staff continue to track and participate in developments as we move into the implementation phase of the Delta/Water Package signed into law by Gov. Schwarzenegger in November. Key elements of our 
work include participating in shaping a number of followup bills including measures to 1) establish a revenue stream for the operation of the Delta Stewardship Council and the Delta Conservancy, 2) strengthen fees for illegal diversions, and 3) better integrate the roles and functions of the various Delta commissions and councils created or amended by the legislation. Another important followup aspect is working to make sure that appointments to the seven-member Delta Stewardship Council and the eleven-member Delta Conservancy are filled by qualified individuals who reflect the conservation foundation of the legislation. We have supplied the governor’s office and legislative leadership with qualified names for their consideration and we expect that appointments will made by the end of March. 

CEQA Exemption – Last year the governor signed AB 81 3X by Assemblyman Isadore Hall, D-Compton, that streamlined certain CEQA requirements to construct a new NFL stadium in the City of Industry.
As part of his budget package Governor Schwarzenegger has proposed exempting “pet” or “favored” projects selected by the Secretary of Business and Transportation from CEQA.  In addition four new bills have been introduced in 
the State Legislature, which would create the "CEQA Litigation Protection Pilot Program."  These bills would immunize over 125 “favored” projects selected by the Secretary of Business and Transportation from CEQA enforcement.


  
ABX8 37 (Calderon & Nestande) 
        
AB 1805 (Calderon & Nestande) 
        
SBX8 42 (Correa & Cogdill) 
       
 SB 1010 (Correa & Cogdill) 

Note: SB X8 42 was withdrawn/failed in Senate Environmental Quality Committee on Wednesday, February 24, 2010!

Does every project using Federal Stimulus moneys, even those that might be exempted from CEQA, have to go through NEPA? 

Answer:  ARRA-Funded Projects Require NEPA Compliance

The award of any discretionary grant, loan, loan guarantee or other funding requires the federal agency granting the assistance to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act ("NEPA"), the federal environmental review statute. NEPA compliance will be required for projects involving federal funds, even if the project has already completed environmental review under an earlier version of NEPA or an equivalent statewide program. Depending on the scope of the project, obtaining NEPA compliance could seriously delay construction of the project and potentially subject the project to more delay from litigation challenging the adequacy of environmental review. Because one of the primary goals of ARRA is to inject federal stimulus funds into the economy as quickly as possible, Congress considered exempting ARRA projects from NEPA compliance. The final bill, however, does not contain a NEPA exemption. Instead, section 1609(b) of ARRA requires that federal agencies devote "adequate resources" to ensure that NEPA review of ARRA projects is "completed on an expeditious basis" using the "shortest existing applicable process." ARRA requires certain projects, particularly those involving renewable energy, to commence construction by September 30, 2011.

Streamlining the NEPA Process

The requirement that environmental review be "expeditious" and use the "shortest" applicable process is a direct signal to federal agencies to use a streamlined environmental review process. Therefore, the ARRA appears to favor and encourage Categorical Exclusions ("CatEx") of Projects from NEPA, or initiation of Environmental Assessments ("EAs") with Findings of No Significant Impact ("FONSI"), rather than full-blown Environmental Impact Statements ("EIS"), which can take multiple years and hundreds of thousands of dollars to complete. 

Climate change/adaptation legislation—Audubon California is cosponsoring three bills in the legislature to better position climate adaptation based conservation projects to receive funding from the federal and state government if/when a cap and 
trade system begins producing revenues through the sale of greenhouse gas allowances. These include:

AJR 26: A legislative resolution calling on the Congress to include natural resources adaptation as a recipient of cap and trade revenues generated at the federal level.

SB 1006: Would require the Natural Resources Agency, in developing and implementing climate change adaptation strategies and activities, to fully consider and undertake, to the maximum extent practicable, initiatives that, among other things, protect or enhance natural ecosystem functions in relation to wetlands, beaches, flood plains, watersheds, and greenhouse gas emissions.

AB 2329: An omnibus climate change adaptation bill that establishes new authorities and administrative structures to hold adaptation funding in trust and to codify in statute key elements of the California Climate Action Strategy developed by the Natural Resources Agency. 

Defense of AB 32—We are closely watching an effort to qualify a ballot initiative that would have the practical effect of destroying the framework of AB32, the landmark greenhouse gas reduction law passed by the state legislature in 2006. A group of conservative political leaders led by Rep. Tom McClintock and Assembly member Dan Logue (Chico) are sponsoring the measure which would put AB32 implementation on hold until California reaches a level of employment that we’ve seldom experienced in the last 50 years. Should the effort qualify for the November ballot we will be compelled to join in the effort to defeat the measure. We did easily defeat a legislative version of this scheme earlier this year but now it is back. So far we are not seeing significant financial support flowing into the initiative qualification effort. But vigilance is called for. 
Dan Guthrie: How much capital should Audubon invest in legislation on “climate change” that may go down to defeat due to the economy? 

Garry urged the Council to read Audubon California’s Climate Change/Renewable Energy policy and start a dialogue with Garry and Audubon California.
 

Adjourn

Next meeting: Saturday, May 15, 2010 at Eaton Canyon Nature Center hosted by Pasadena Audubon
Notes by Garry George taken on the fly. Accuracy is not guaranteed. Please send corrections to Garry.

