SoCAL Council Meeting
Saturday, November 8, 2008

Audubon Center at Debs Park

Hosted by Pasadena Audubon

Attending:

Cat Waters, LA Audubon, Sea & Sage Audubon (thank you for taking notes!)
Khris Ohlenkamp, San Fernando Valley Audubon
Jim Hardesty, San Fernando Valley Audubon

Dave Weeshoff, San Fernando Valley Audubon

Lu Plauzoles, Santa Monica Bay Audubon

Mary Freeman, Los Angeles Audubon
Mary Loquvam, Los Angeles Audubon
Stacey Vigallon, Los Angeles Audubon

Linda Olberholtzer, Los Angeles Audubon

Robert “Roy” van de Hoek, Whittier Audubon
Susan Gilliland, Pasadena Audubon

Frank Gillliland, Pasadena Audubon

Laura Garrett, Pasadena Audubon

John Garrett, Pasadena Audubon

Ron Cyger, Pasadena Audubon

Penny Hernandez, Palomar Audubon

Ann Weir, Palomar Audubon

Chris Redfern, San Diego Audubon

Drew Feldman, San Bernardino Valley Audubon

Scott Thomas, Sea & Sage Audubon
Jay Miller, Sea & Sage Audubon

Marquita Miller, Sea & Sage Audubon

John  Fitch, El Dorado Audubon

Donna Bray, El Dorado Audubon

Jess Morton, Palos Verdes/South Bay Audubon
John Nieto, Palos Verdes/South Bay Audubon
Garry George, Audubon California
1. NOTES/ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Graffiti resistant signage for parks and nature centers can be ordered from http://www.panniergraphics.com/ (recommendation from Garry George, who used this company for signs in Baldwin Hills Park).  

Where to buy California Bird Species of Special Concern:  www.westernfieldornithologists.org.  Cost is $12.00 per copy and this sum includes shipping and handling.  

Thank you Pasadena Audubon for hosting the meeting!. Pasadena’s Susan Gilliland engaged Wasteless Living www.wastelessliving.com to make the event eco-friendly, and it was.  
Susan sent the following note after the meeting:

“Christy's services for the day were $77 and we fed 37 people. $30 of it goes for the actual picking up and make sure the waste gets composted. I think that is good value! it's easy to generate a bunch of trash that we just toss into the landfill!” 
We highly recommend Wasteless Living, based in Altadena, for future events.
Audubon Assembly: THE FUTURE OF CONSERVATION registration is now online. www.ca.audubon.org/assembly.php Register before December 11 for a discount!

Special Youth Assembly program will feature presentations from Audubon education prorams around the state.
2. CHAPTER REPORTS:
L. A. Audubon

· Youth programs at Dorsey High and Baldwin Hills, water shed education, Parajo University grant.  8 weekends of field trips for education. Dorsey High after school film project made 3 min. film on Snowy Plover that is now on Los Angeles Audubon channel at YouTube – www.youtube.com/losangelesaudubon 
· Ongoing Snowy Plover /Least Tern Project in partnership with Santa Monica Bay Audubon, Palos Verdes/South Bay Audubon 
www.losangelesaudubon.org for details and Snowy Plover reports
(Tom Ryan will give presentation later)
· L. A. Audubon centennial is coming up in 2010
· Sponsoring Bird Species of Special Concern study for L. A. County – a collaboration with six local biologists and L.A. Audubon
San Fernando Audubon

· Chapter was successful in modifying Caltrans plan for 405/101 interchange that would affect Sepulveda Wildlife Area 
See Chapter blog for details www.ca.audubon.org/chapters.php click Chapter Blog

· New president, Jim Moore

· Plans to develop a plan for a youth program in the coming (2009) year
Whittier Audubon

· Restarted field trips/bird walks

· Gave history and update on Whittier Narrows ( explained history of Whittier Narrows project including the fact that it was a Los Angeles Audubon project in the late 30’s, a National Audubon Center until 1970 when it transitioned to Los Angeles County)
Note: Whittier Narrows is part of the L.A. Flood Control Basin Important Bird Area

www.ca.audubon.org/iba 
· E.I.R.on the Discovery Center at Whittier Narrows is due to be available soon.  Right now everything is in a holding pattern and no one is commenting until the EIR is released. Los Angeles and Whittier Audubons have met with Rivers & Mountains Conservancy, lead agency for the project, and expressed their opinion that outdoor education experiences are key to Audubon’s approach for education, following Richard Louv’s “No Child Left Inside” book. The Discovery Center favors large replicas of nature indoors at the Discovery Center, and education programs at those replicas.
Palomar Audubon

· Children’s Museum in Escondido has asked Paolmar for help in developing a bird garden and education program. 

· Currently Museum has a bird related program every other weekend

· Their  powerpoint program for 3 – 4th graders is ongoing using sounds, habitat and protection that gently educates.  They hope to incorporate it into the Museum’s program. Palomar will share their power point presentation on request.
· Ongoing program for school children within walking distance of museum

Pasadena

· Inspired by San Diego Audubon to start a Bird Tour trip program – went to Cape May led by Jon Feenstra as a kick off.
· Working on purchasing a 20 acre parcel in Annandale Canyon w/ Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy.  

· They are working towards eventually creating a “Golden Horseshoe” to connect all these canyons

· Citizens of Pasadena voted tax for open space

· City of Pasadena has agreed to rewrite its open space plan and Conservation chair, Laura Garrett, has been appointed to sit on the open space committee.

· John Garrett announced new programs – beginning birding for kindergartners, leading field trips for L. A. County Arboretum

John was named 2008 Young Birder of the Year by ABA!

· Signage programs using Audubon grants has ended up w/ problems concerning graffiti.  They are working to solve problem with coatings, combining with Eagle Scouts to keep signs clean, etc.
Garry recommended graffiti resistant signage for parks and nature centers that he used for Baldwin Hills Park project, and can be ordered from http://www.panniergraphics.com/ 

· Guatemala – looking at funding an outreach program for training and paying field trip leaders in Guatemala

· Announced a partnership w/Eaton Canyon for education, taxidermy,

San Diego

· They have doubled after school program they developed for schools w/after school childcare programs within walking distance of a natural setting.  Program takes children into nature and it is not learning based, only outdoor based with no.  curriculum.  Qualcomm is funding and they hope to identify all school within walking distance of nature areas.
· Working w/ Waterfowl Association to make a new foraging habitat for plovers

· Working on a Flyway Cities campaign trying to broker a program to get Home Depot to stock native plants

· Announced they are sending volunteers to Mayor’s talks

· Reported they are still Fighting City’s brush management (see minutes of previous meeting).  They are sending out volunteers to monitor the management.  Wildlife agencies haven’t been much help.  Problem continues

· Sponsoring a native plant restoration Event at State Park.  

· Made an announcement for the San Diego Bird Festival in February
http://www.sandiegoaudubon.org/birdfest.htm for details and registration
San Bernardino Audubon

· Chapter’s 50th anniversary upcoming.  First two presidents are still alive.  Doing an oral history of the Chapter.
· Will be creating a brochure of Birds Species of Concern on San Jacinto Valley thanks to a previous Audubon California Collborative Funding grant.
· Won lawsuit – there will be no Big Bear Hilton however there will be a small conference center

· Won lawsuit on Lake Arrowhead project w/ flawed EIR.  Suit was won on road and won on science but appeal may be in the works. (More on this at Chapter Blog www.ca.audubon.org/chapters.php click Chapter Blog).
· Their lawsuit on identifying water sources will give entire state conservation groups a court decision to cite for similar cases.   

· Reported that a freeway extension that will run into 5 and 91 freeway and go through a State Park is pending.  They have pooled resources with the Endangered Habitats League and will comment on EIR for freeway expansion through a State Park

· Reported on proposed University Hill development – Cal State San Bernardino wants to build 980 houses on last of sage scrub in area.  Land is unsuitable.  It sits on 3 earth quake faults, burns every 5 years and is in a flood plain. 

· Talked about Lucy Jones of USGS and her scenario that shows what would happen in the next 7.0 earthquake in areas of development in the San Bernardino/Riverside County areas.  Grim reading.  USGS website has the entire scenario posted.

· Land Swap.  County is trying to arrange for an act of Congress and take over 43 acres of National Forest pebble plain for a dump.  The dump will have an energy plant funded by…burning trees.

Sea and Sage

· Announced new buildings added to expanded SJWS Campus  that includes a new education center, new meeting room rather than going to water district

· Held summer barbecue and pancake breakfast.  Both successful.
· Sylvia Gallagher’s adult bird education classes continue
· Reported on continuing native plant and native garden design class
· Conservation:  addressing decline of Coastal Cactus Wren.  A combined project with the Nature Conservancy, Starr Ranch, L.A., local college students to do a  research project .
· Awaiting the NOAA decision on the 241 toll road.  Second hearing went well.  Major turnout of about 2500 people.  Also mentioned request by Toll Road Authority for  a bailout for the 72 tollroad.  

· Scott Thomas has set up a special conservation lecture series for the area
· Paul Lehman will be special speaker at this year’s annual dinner

El Dorado

· U. S. Forest service refused to renew the lease on a camp w/ longstanding tradition w/ local jr. high school mountains programs which delays Chapter’s Audubon grant signage project.
· Explained that Chapter supported Los Cerritos Wetlands was once the most desired piece of remaining wetlands along the south coast and the continuing attempts to have it transferred to public ownership.  Some of the restorable property is still earmaked for private development by the City Council 

· Showed samply of printed business cards for Chapter that work for the entire Board/Committee membership

· Audubon Adventures program remains strong

· Wants to further their outreach efforts. 

Palos Verdes, South Coast

· Introduced new president, John Nieto

· Continuing project to monitor water going into harbor

· Started Blue Bird Nesting program at Machado Lake

· Chapter is working on the county-wide Snowy Plover and Cactus Wren monitoring project. 

· Working on a sage scrub restoration project in conjunction w/ Cactus Wren monitoring.
· Project for community wide Speakers bureau on to inform on water issues is successful and continues

3.  CURING NATURE DEFICIT DISORDER: Education presentations from Sea and Sage, L. A. Audubon and Audubon Center at Debs Park
L. A. Audubon:

LA Audubon Director of Interpretive Stacey Vigallon described education program for L. A. Audubon as outreach, education and citizen science.  And, reported major challenges as recruiting volunteers; forming school alliances; cost of transportation and attitude that there isn’t nature here and downright fear of the out of doors.  Notes that students are so unused to nature they are afraid of everything.  L. A.’s youth outreach, education programs are a work in progress that includes- 
· Venice Beach Least Tern Colony – outreach to Dorsey High eco club funded by Toyota and Fish and Game

· Snowy Plover Monitoring program

· Partnering w Dorsey High, project biologists, L. A. Valley College, Fish and Wildlife

· Baldwin Hills Program  (Kenneth Hahn Education Program modeled on Ballona Wetlands project.)  First set of volunteers recruited and trained to do classroom visits/talks.  Green house Internship project w Dorsey High.  40 hours of training, Cactus Wren emphasis, data collection for the restoration scientists, $1,000.00 earned per student per year for internship funded by Together Green, Baldwin Hills Conservancy.   Grant for $111,000 from Baldwin Hills Conservancy.
· Students are writing on their progress and programs for Chapter newsletter

· Using grants, student leaders in projects are paid $10/hr.
· Recognizing that Los Angeles or any urban area need to solve the disconnect between nature and city dwellers by encouraging urban conservationists/urban biologists.  Creating a NEW nature.
Audubon Center at Debs Park/Audubon California
Jeff Chapman, Audubon Center at Debs Park interim director described linking the community around Debs Park while inspiring all people to experience nature.  

Challenges to program:

· Changing actions of the Debs Ctr. audience to more environmental way of life.  
· Changing attitudes, developing sensitivity, knowledge, awareness of nature.  
· Encouraging community participation is the emphasis of Center’s program. 

· Outreach to target audience has proven an issue because of language and mode.  
·  “Nature deficit disorder” within the Community.
· Can’t take the traditional approach.  Debs challenges are different.

Trying to reach community by addressing specific links between the Center’s outreach and the Community’s concerns:

· Schools are not meeting needs of children.  
· Crime.  
· Engaging children in a positive experience.  
· Want parks safe.  
· Health benefits of nature.   

Announced the following ongoing programs:

· Resuming, after five years, the early childhood program.  Program is for children and parents and is only conducted in Spanish.
· a  local pre school partnership in nature that operates for  9 months a year, once a month.  

· Nature school with field trips for k – 5.  About 2500 children last year.  Planning for pre and post field trip follow up to judge program.

· Middle School project – 8th grade.  Field journaling once a week.  Students mentor 3rd graders.

· Summer Camp.  More free time with no curriculum.  Aimed towards having young people experience learning rather than classroom teaching.  Focus on Arroyo Seco water shed, conservation, quality, habitat fragmentation, extirpation, extinction, etc.  Journaling in other locations.  Paid internships (4) for college students.  

· Family programs.  Hikes, walks, film series and special events, Spanish language bird watching hikes, music of nature.
Planning on expanding to a community based science and restoration program for young people that will include:

· Ecological monitoring

· Seed collection and Propagation

· Habitat restoration

· GIS development

· Planning a road map for Conservation Planning for Center/Debs/Community 
Sea and Sage Audubon:  
Trude Hurd, Director of Education, announced that Sea and Sage’s children’s Marsh Education Project is in its 15th year and includes the following:

Challenges to education program include

· Labor intensive for volunteers 

· Two paid employees  

· Curriculum of program must meet the state curriculum standards.  

· Requires minimum 7 volunteers.

· Transporting children to site.

· Children’s testing schecule at school alters schedule of Chapter’s education efforts;  Feb to May this has turned into dead time. 

· Outdoor Adventures Program brings children to the wetland and provides opportunities to use microscopes to see water, use binoculars for bird watching.  
· Art and science program divides time between nature and in the museum.  Joan Irvine Smith and an anonymous donor are sponsoring it along with the Chapter.  Uses journal sketching to connect art and science.  Group mural.  Beginning, pilot year, 8 volunteer artists and 8 students.  Very involved with nature.  10 children signed up for next year.  
· Youth program that are not classroom related.  Day camp programs:  
· 9 – 12 year olds.  1 week.  
· 12 – 16 year olds, 2 weeks  
· Jr. Naturalists program 13– 18 year olds requires 2 volunteer coordinators,  Stewardship programs, presentations, help at mentoring at camps.  
· Community outreach (again volunteer coordinators).  Bat walks. 

· Season in Nature, non-members are target and new to the community people to understand nature in southern California.
· Nature Kits.  Under utilized.  

4. GRANT WORKSHOP
Garry George hosted a brief workshop for updates on funding opportunities for chapters through the following

Audubon grants
· Collaborative Funding – deadline was October 31. Garry received 17 applications for over $66,000 in grant funding, a new record.
· Toyota Together Green grants  – will be announced in January, comes in 3 parts 
1. Fellows – Audubon network can nominate a Toyota Fellow to go to special conservation planning training, receive $10,000 budget for a conservation project.


Garry introduced Gabriela Castaneda, staff of Audubon Center at Debs Park, who 
won a Fellows grant.

2. Volunteer Days - $7,000 for three volunteer events, can include cost of volunteer 
coordination, project manager, advertising and media outreach
   
3. Innovation Grants – up to $100,000 for project with non-Audubon partner, diverse 
community outreach, and innovative techniques in conservation or restoration. 
Golden Gate Audubon, Napa/Solano Audubon and Mendocino Coast Audubon won 
large grants for projects in wetlands, vineyards and shorebirds on California coast. 
Best if associated with an IBA or at risk species of bird.

More information at www.togethergreen.org
· State Parks Endowment Grants for projects that partner chapters with State Parks sites in restoration or conservation. Gave $ 14,000 this year to Sequoia Audubon for restoration of Cascade Creek near Ano Nuevo. New RFP (Request for Proposals) will be out this Spring. 

· Audubon California Small Acquisition grants – Audubon California has small grants available on a case by case basis to help with acquisition of open space by a chapter.
     Non-Audubon grants: Foundations

· Special Presentation: Searching Foundations for grants
Sok, Librarian from http://www.cnmsocal.org/ gave a presentation on searching for grants in Foundation Search software. http://www.foundationsearch.com/. This is an expensive subscription (around $1300/yr) software but is available for use at any Center for Non-Profit Management library.  You can search grants by category, foundation, or keyword, or search backwards to find what grants organizations have received, view 990 tax forms, etc. Over 40,000 foundations represented. Good source for non-Audubon grants.
Here is the link to the other Foundation Center Cooperating Collections in California, 

 

http://foundationcenter.org/collections/ccca.html
Sok
librarian@cnmsocal.org 
Nonprofit Resource Library

Center for Nonprofit Management

1000 North Alameda Street

Los Angeles, CA  90012

 Tel: 213.346.3268

Fax: 213.687.7159

www.cnmsocal.org
http://www.cnmsocal.org/library/index.html
 

Library Hours: 

Mon-Wed-Fri   12pm - 5pm

Tues & Thurs    10am - 3pm 

 

.
5. MARINE CONSERVATION 
· Garry announced that Audubon California has added new staff: Anna Weinstein as Director of Seabird Conservation. She came from http://www.islandconservation.org/
· Marine Life Protection Act
Dave Weeshoff, San Fernando Valley Audubon, has been appointed to stakeholder committee for Marine Life Protection Act public process to identify areas in Southern California oceans and coast that should get special protections.
Defining what a Marine Environment is, there have formed a consensus based committee
www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa  for specific information on this project.  Representatives are 30 industries/organizations/stakeholders and 30 representatives from the general public reviewing five regions of marine environment,including estuaries.  
About a 14 month process.  

Committee will decided what should be protected, why, and how.  Recommendations will be presented to a panel.  And from there it will go to the Fish and Game Commission who will decide what areas will be protected and how and on what level.  Dept. of Fish and Game will then do the enforcement.
This process has already occurred in Northern and Central California.

Dave will report regularly to the Council on the proceedings of the Committee.

6. CONSERVATION REPORT: Snowy Plovers in Los Angeles County

Thomas Ryan of Ryan Ecological Consulting, Pasadena, CA reported on the third year of the partnership project between Los Angeles Audubon, Santa Monica Bay Audubon, Palos Verdes/South Bay Audubon, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and California Fish & Game to monitor and protect Western Snowy Plover within Los Angeles County in order to meet the goals of the Recovery Plan for Recovery Unit 6.
· Introduced the L. A. Snowy Plover project as a possibility for each chapter to take on as a survey project that is not only possible but can be easily organized.
· Presented slide program of habitat plovers prefer and issues with maintaining beaches.

· Noted that kelp removal from beaches is probably the mitigating factor for reduction of birds.

· Decline in population continues 
1. Removal of habitat

2. Disturbances

3. Dogs on beaches

4. Autos driving on beaches

5. Crows, beach goers, gulls, terns
Lu Plauzoles of Santa Monica Bay Audubon reported how the project has attracted attention          to his chapter and advises chapters to consider an endangered species program. 
7. Report on Audubon California Board Meeting in September
Chris Redfern, SoCAL chapter rep to the Audubon California Board reported on the current issues before the Audubon California Board:
· Work groups to update strategic plan.  Half way through 5 year strategic plan.

· Stressed importance of Chapters and trying to align what Chapters are doing to what Audubon California is doing
· Specifically hoping to form a united front

· Broaden grant distribution to more chapters
· What does it mean to be a member of Audubon California?  Breaking down the walls between the Chapters.  Possibly a way to combine memberships with revenue sharing

· Latest draft of the new strategic plan.  

· Combining energy.

· Long session on Debs Park infrastructure.  Large scale repair is necessary.  Major reinvestment necessary.  

· Short demo on www.birdpost.com  Audubon California is looking at collaboration.

· Audubon California supported the de-listing of Peregrine Falcon, and is supporting the listing of Ashy Storm-petrel. 
More news on Audubon California on www.audublog.org
More news of Audubon California chapters on www.ca.audubon.org/chapters.php click Chapter Blog

8. Report on National Audubon Board meeting

Jess Morton, California, Hawaii and Guam Regional Director on National Audubon Board, reported on the issues before the National Audubon Board:

· Funding for buildings at Debs and Prospect

· Carol Browner stepping down as chair of National Board of Audubon

· New York head office rec’d top certification for ‘green?”  

· Miradi software for wildlife management/conservation program.  Free from Audubon and for Audubon Chapters’ conservation projects.

· Wind energy.  Julia Levin is 1st chair of Wind & Wildlife Institute, a partnership between National Audubon and other wildlife orgs and National Wind Energy Association http://www.awea.org/ to address science of conflicts between wildlife and wind energy. 
· San Quintin project donations is continuing.  Funds from Chapters still needed.  See minutes from last council meeting.  Send $ to Auduon International Alliance Program and will be matched.  
· Goal for 3 year funding for position at the project.  Money is needed sooner than later.  

· What is the value of Chapters within Nat’l Audubon?   Chapters do not seem to be a priority.  There has been a move to reduce board by removing regional directors.  They also want to change ways board members are nominated.  

· We still need those on Board who speak to the Board about importance of  Chapters.  
· There are suggestions of web-based Chapters.

Next meeting: 
February 14, 2009


San Joaquin Marsh



Irvine, California



New building!



Hosted by Sea & Sage Audubon

