SoCAL COUNCIL Meeting

Saturday, November 14, 2009
Tecolote Nature Center
5180 Tecolote Rd
San Diego, CA 92110

(858) 581-9944
Hosted by San Diego Audubon

Attending: 

Peter Thomas, President, San Diego Audubon

Chris Redfern, ED, San Diego Audubon
Jim Hardesty, San Fernando Valley Audubon
Phil Pryde, Silverwood Sanctuary Chair, San Diego Audubon
John Nieto, President, Palos Verdes/South Bay Audubon
Amy Trujillo, Toyota Together Green Fellow
Donna Morton, Palos Verdes/South Bay Audubon
Jess Morton, Palos Verdes/South Bay Audubon, Chapter rep on National Audubon Board
Andy Mauro – Buena Vista Audubon
Becky Wilbanks, San Diego Audubon, Chairman, Anstine Audubon Sanctuary
Mel Hinton, San Diego Audubon
David Warren, Conservation Chair, Whittier Audubon
Scott Thomas, Conservation Director, Sea & Sage Audubon
Ed Henry, Board member, San Diego Audubon
Drew Feldman, Conservation Chair, San Bernardino Valley Audubon
Donna Bray, President, Ed Dorado Audubon
Garry George, Chapter Network Director, Audubon California

Dan Taylor, Policy Director, Audubon California

AGENDA:

8:30 
Coffee and snacks courtesy San Diego Audubon
9:00      Welcome from San Diego Audubon 
9:15
Chapter Reports
San Diego Audubon

Peter Thomas, President

Chapter has moved offices to new facility 40% bigger with a storeroom, nature art display. The contributions of the chapter to the community are being recognized financially. Staff applied for SEMPRA grant for children in nature. Out of 200 applicants, San Diego Audubon and three others won grant of $50,000. San Diego got an additional grant of $50,000 as the winner of an online vote thanks to all Audubon chapters who voted and the hard work of San Diego Audubon volunteers. A portion of a class action settlement was directed to San Diego Audubon by the prevailing attorney. Anstine Sanctuary (7.3 acres) has been managed by SD Audubon. Capital of trust is being liquidated, and will pass to San Diego Audubon in an endowment for funding the management of Anstine.

Conservation projecdts: 1) demo habitat in connection with Flyway Cities Coaliton of NWF; 2) San Diego River habitat enhancement, one program with Sea World; 3) habitat monitoring along border fence; 4) monitoring of Least Tern breeding population; 5) outreach effort at salt works that have been operative since 1864 and is now part of national wildlife refuge. Hoping to engage local Hispanic community in pride campaign on the refuge.

Education: 1) Outdoor Explore! Takes children down into canyons right by the school. San Diego Audubon has hired Education Coordinator. 2) 67 organizations participating in nature program initiative; 

Avian Adventure Travel program plans trips to Belize, San Blas, South Texas and others. Field trips are attracting up to 40 participants.

Challenges: 1) working toward a new vision for the chapter as they are in third and last year of strategic plan. How do we use the resources to support our vision? How do we make our programs mutually supportive toward the direction we want to go; 2) How do we handle our volunteers and utilize their talents to support our mission; 3) How do we attract new members?

November 23 is a volunteer event for native plants at Anstine. www.sandiegoaudubon.org/sanctuaries for details.

San Fernando Valley Audubon

Jim Hardesty

Education: Added a component to our Education program to include college activities that focus on native plant gardening, clean up, volunteer efforts. Reaching out to three community colleges. 

Palos Verdes/South Bay

John Nieto

Outreach: 1) chapter created new brochure for membership and are happy to make it available to any chapter that wants to use it; 2) Audubon YES! Volunteer Coordinator Marcos Trinidad is beginning to reach out to communities in the South Bay. Marcos is considering partnering with Korean organizations.

Conservation: 1) had 20 acre fire at Ken Malloy Regional Park and chapter is not sure what effect that will have on Prop O funding for redoing the Park.

Buena Vista Audubon

Andy Mauro

BV has Nature Center manager that works part time for them. Also brought on part time person to apply for grants. They have received two grants from City of Carlsbad: 1) ADA compliance for Nature Center; 2) Buena Vista creek watershed management plan (urban watershed 8 miles from San Marcos to Buena Vista Lagoon), first part of $450,000 effort the chapter hopes will be able to fund through Watershed Recovery  Project, Coastal Conservancy, etc. Partnered with Preserve Calavera in a Committee of three. 6 month project to create a management system (database of studies, etc) and website with public access and maintenance and updates.; 
BV has Jon Dunn to talk about wintering shorebirds and gulls at next meeting. 

Boardwalk Project: Chapter invited San Diego County Supervisor Bill Horn to visit the Nature Center. BV subsequently got grant from County of San Diego for $20,000 for $500,000 lagoon Boardwalk project. Chapter created a plan for a temporary boardwalk that costs $20,000 but required coastal permit. After a long process, they got the permits and built the temporary boardwalk.

Conservation: 1) Carlsbad City Councilmember Esther Sanchez was appointed to the Coastal Commission. 2) Chapter has appeal of an award on Batiquitos Lagoon approved by the Coastal Commission. Proponent may be agreeable to selling the property for conservation. 3) Jolly Roger restaurant ripped out trees over their restaurant because of Great Blue Herons and chapter raised a stink. Restaurant has now reached out to chapter to re-landscape area near the restaurant for the herons. 4) Joan Herskowitz is new Conservation Chair.

Endowment has skyrocketed with a couple of wonderful bequests. Now up to $500,000. Chapter has policy that any bequests should go into the endowment to fund the unrestricted activities of the chapter.
BV wrote a letter of support for a Toyota Together Green Fellowship for Amy Trujillo.

Whittier Area Audubon

David Warren, Conservation Chair

Challenges: 1) Nature Center at Whittier Narrows is a challenge. The natural area at Whittier Narrows is an Important Bird Area. They call it Discovery Center.  Trying to reduce stakeholders to those who support the project. Discovery Center Authority has already issued an EIR and are working on Reply to Comments. Discovery Center Authority is a joint powers authority with water agencies, Rivers & Mountains Conservancy. 
Sea & Sage

Scott Thomas

Collaborative Grant 2009 from Audubon California launched a lecture series called “Conservation Tuesdays,” for science and research to attract a younger crowd. Have had as many as 100 attending.  Chapter asked speakers to donate honoraria to conservation organizations. Goal was to develop a list of younger potential members. Scott feels that this goal was accomplished. 8 lectures per year in addition to general members. 
Audubon House remodel is well received and completed.

Toll Road article was in AUDUBON Magazine focused on the battle.

Conservation: 1) watching management plans for Orange County park on Irvine Ranch.

Education: Cost of buses is causing chapter to look at going out to the schools.

Leadership: Leadership retreat last month with Board members. Added leadership for Membership and Development programs.
San Bernardino Valley Audubon

Drew Feldman, Conservation Chair

Conservation: Drew showed PRESS ENTERPIRSE front page of 9 city officials of San Jacinto and others being indicted for corruption http://www.pe.com/localnews/inland/stories/PE_News_Local_S_sanjacinto13.468cad7.html (56 felonies, 99 misdemeanors for laundering campaign contributions – all Republican).  Some of the officials were indicted for bribery on Mid-County Parkway (fwy from San Jacinto past 5 into tunnel under Santa Ana Mtns.) DEIR was circulated and commented upon so extensively especially by residents of western half (215) that the western half is scraped by Riverside County TransportationCommission. Expected expansion will affect lands set aside for mitigation for Stephen’s Kangaroo Rat and California Gnatcatcher.  RCTC is now cooperating with environmentalists and met with USF&W in Carlsbad. Sue Nash represents citizen group, she was formerly at SBVAS. Villages of Lakeview (unincorporated) development is planned up to edge of San Jacinto Wildlife Preserve.

DEIR was released a while back, and the FEIR is coming up for certification in the next few weeks by Riverside County. 4) Liberty Quarry: City of Temecula and local groups oppose annexation of land but looks like quarry will happen; 5) SBVAS and CBD filed lawsuit on land exchange approved by USF&W of mitigation habitat for Stephen’s Kangaroo Rat (Potrero Unit on Mt. San Jacinto with historical records of the rat) for a development. 6) Quarry wants to expand in Santa Ana River wash and USF&W approved the expansion and SBVAS, Sierra Club, and others are objecting; 7) Royal Rangers are boyscouts for Church of Assembly of God. They want to build 1,000 visitor center in San Bernardino Mtns that looks like a fort near Lake Arrowhead off Rim of the World highway. 8) San Bernardino County Planning Commission has been 9) Eagle Mountain land fill outside Joshua Tree National Park with 20,000 tons of trash from LA to be dumped every day. Desert Protective Society won a lawsuit against it, and then won in Appeals that found that BLM approval of the dump was unlawful. Kaiser Eagle Mountains was the developer of the dump site, same developer hoping to explode a mountain and take the rock into the Salton Sea.
Recreation: Chapter took trips to Mojave desert but turned out to be Indian summer and didn’t get the attendance they hoped for. Whenever chapter does programs on the desert they get folks coming from Coachella Valley 60 miles away. Chapter is reaching out to desert
El Dorado

Donna Bray

Conservation report from Mary Parsell (by email):

1.  Los Cerritos Wetlands, El Dorado Audubon is doing bird surveys of several parcels of the Los Cerritos Wetlands through an agreement with the Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority.  Thank you, Garry and Cat Waters for attending the presentation with me (Mary Parsell) last winter.  If anyone is interested in helping us conduct these surveys or would like to just come along and see the parcels that are already purchase by LCWA or Hellman that they hope to purchase, please contact me at mfp2001@hotmail.com.  
 
Schedule is current 1st and 2nd Saturday of each month, although other days (weekend and weekday) can be arranged to fit schedules.  Dec. 5, Dec. 12 meet at the Avalon Street entrance to Gum Grove Park in Seal Beach.  Help is needed for Los Cerritos for the CBC on Dec. 19, email mfp2001@hotmail.com if interested.
 
2.  Los Cerritos Wetlands, illegal grading, habitat destruction took place last spring on Loynes Dr. near Studebaker.  El Dorado Audubon joined with "Our Town -- Long Beach" to hire biologist Brenda McMillan from San Diego.  Her report, as well as, one written by Travis Longcore for Los Cerritos Wetlands Land Trust determined that habitat was destroyed and that an order to retore should be issued.  A zoning administrator for the City of Long Beach did not agree.  El Dorado Audubon appealed the decision to the Planning Commission (along with LCWLT and a number of citizens).  If that doesn't go well the next stop will be the Coastal Commission.
 
We were impressed when an enforcement issue in Huntington Beach came before the Coastal Commission this month.  In that case, the Commission ordered a fine of $250,000 (first proposed at $125,000), restoration of native vegetation (pickleweed, etc.), monitoring of the vegetation for five years.  The most compelling evidence presented that day was from Dr. Jan Vanderslooth who sadly died that same night at home.  He presented photos taken over a period of time demonstrating that the area was indeed wetlands.  In the words of one commissioner, paraphrased, as a developer and a commissioner $125,000 is not enough to deter one from destroying wetlands.
 
3.  Los Cerritos Wetlands, Land Swap, City of Long Beach
 
The city is in the process of swaping a public service yard for some of the wetlands property owned by Tom Dean.  El Dorado Aduubon and others have insisted that a conservation easement should be part of the deal, to no avail.  Recently, Los Cerritos Wetlands Land Trust raised an issue with 4 acres included in the deal that are across the street from the other 33 acres.  There are issues relating to the 4 acres that the LCWLT raised with the city.  The city in an internal memo disagreed.  The Coastal Commission sent the city a letter agreeing with LCWLT.  The city council will discuss in closed session.  As you can see, it's lots of fun and games!  See www.presstelegram.com, column by Joe Segura and www.lcwlandtrust.org.  Call me or email me if you are interested in more information.  562/252-5825, mfp2001@hotmail.com.
 
4.  City of Long Beach, Dept. Parks, Rec. & Marine is proposing a policy on tree trimming in all parks and golf courses.  They thanked us for the Los Angeles Audubon Tree Trimming Guide.  Thank you, LA Audubon!  Also, Kris Bender was helpful in attending a meeting with park staff to assist them with some specific issues related to the ponds in El Dorado Park.
5. Chapter is monitoring Least Terns at Seal Beach NWR, but access is becoming more limited. 
 
Education: planning nature education programs at El Dorado Nature Center. 2) Environmental camp at school in Angeles Crest right behind Mt. Wilson. Fire destroyed the camp. Blue Sky Meadow Camp in San Bernardino Mountains is being established, so El Dorado is transferring their mural to the new school.

10:30     Toyota Together Green Fellow AMY TRUJILLO
Buena Vista Audubon’s Andy Mauro introduced Amy Trujillo, who is one of two 
young Californians who just won Audubon Toyota Together Green Fellowships.

Amy Trujillo has been with the San Elijo Lagoon Conservancy since 2001. She coordinates the field crews for the invasive species control program throughout 
the Carlsbad Hydrologic Unit, and has been working to formalize and expand the Conservancy's land stewardship program. Amy can often be seen in the lagoon conducting monitoring and assessment work, and throughout upland areas in the watershed engaging in a variety of stewardship activities.

Prior to joining SELC, Amy received a BS degree in Ecology, Behavior and Evolution from the University of California, San Diego. While at UCSD she 
studied in a Wildlife Ecology and Conservation program in Tanzania, looking 
specifically at conflicts between wildlife and farmers living near national parks. 

Amy just returned from West Virginia at USF&W Conservation center and the training for the Toyota Together Green Fellowship program.
A project in Tanzania studied the impacts of elephants on farms in Africa. When 
she mapped the farms and interviewed the farmers, she realized that you can’t 
separate the humans from the conservation equation, and you can’t tell humans 
that they are less important than endangered animals. She realized the same is true 
in San Diego.

San Elijo Lagoon Ecological Reserve. Amy’s project is to look at the properties further up the San Elijo Creek. Her survey found that many of the property owners had no relationship to the San Elijo Conservancy nor how their actions and developments affect the ecological reserve. Creek is impaired with high levels of bacteria because of manure management (horses, etc). Will also address lighting, household products. Amy hopes to talk to these property owners to address these issues and can actually use funding from the Fellowship program to help property owners to take the action that they need. Project is one year. Audubon evaluation team at Audubon is working with Amy to figure out how to measure the impacts. The training in West Virginia helped Amy with social messaging. 1) you have to know your audience; 2) identify their values; 3) identify the barriers they have. They also trained Amy on getting her story out there not so much on a scientific level. 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Dan Taylor

Policy Director, AUDUBON CALIFORNIA


CALIFORNIA STATE PARKS

Audubon California supports State Parks Access Pass Campaign to qualify on November  2010 ballot. A measure to establish a fee of $18 per vehicle on yearly registration that gives free day access to almost all State parks. (San Simeon, etc. might not be included).  85 % for operations, maintentance and deferred maintenance. 15% will be divided among State DFG for enforcement (7%), Ocean Protection Council on Marine Protected Areas (4%), State Conservancies for acquisitions, funding(2%), Wildlife Conservation Board (2%).  Revenue predicted: $510 million/year.  This will offset all of the State Parks budget and take them off the General Fund. Polls show that the public might support this division of funds. 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – between the earthquake and the tsunami
Dan reported reported on the legislative year from the earthquake (budget) to the tsunami (Delta). All the bills were revenue neutral or revenue generating. 

Audubon California’s priorities were 1) the Anti-Poaching Bill, although now we need to increase the number of wardens for enforcement as now we have around 200. That needs to be increased to 700 to put us on the level of Texas. 2) Salton Sea: we were unsuccessful in passing a governance bill to begin to distribute the funds for the restoration. We would like to see Restoration Council funded that is dedicated to the restoration of the Sea. We are unhappy with how Water Resources has dealt with Salton Sea. 

Water Package: Governor signed the last water bill on Thursday. CLCV, Defenders, NRDC, Audubon California were environmental participants that helped shaped the bills that ended in legislation. The good: the bills represent the most robust response to water since the 60s. The bills focused on San Joaquin River/Sacramento Bay Delta, the most important estuary in the Western states. ¾ of the water falls north of the Delta, ¾ of the water is used South of the Delta. The center of the bills was how to fix an ecosystem that is on the verge of collapse. SB1 establishes a new method of governance for the Delta and re-defines the way the Delta will proceed. 30-35 million acre feet of water comes to the Delta and Bay and ½ goes out the Golden Gate bridge. 30% is used by parties within San Joaquin watershed. 5% of water is used in the Delta itself. 15-20% of that water is exported to Central and Southern California. Additional bills were to reduce the pressure on the Delta by 1) establishing statewide goals for water conservation by 2020, 2) monitoring ground water, 3) more aggressively enforce existing water diversions within the Delta watershed; 4) SB2, Water Bond $ 11.14 Billion, to appear on the November 2010 ballot to fund the bills. This will be criticized for 1) a state with financial problems taking on debt,  2) pork ($100 million in SD County to make reservoir), although Audubon supports good pork such as $100 million for Salton Sea early start restoration, $100 million to secure water rights in Central Valley for water for wildlife refuges, $200 million to remove dams in Klamath River, fund for conservancies statewide, 3) $ 3 Billion for appropriations to Water Commission to spend on water storage although Audubon wanted the appropriations to be decided by Legislature.  Additionally, the bills need to be cleaned up through legislation, and there need to be appointments to Delta Stewardship Council (that will decide whether alternative conveyance will be done), Delta Conservancy, California Water Commission (resurrected) to determine how much public money should be spent on storage faciltities, and administrative actions need to be taken. Court ordered in-stream flow analysis 25 years to determine how much water the Delta needs for wildlife to survive has not been done, but now can be done in next 9 months. 
If the polls show that the Bond will not get support in 2010, then it will probably be delayed until 2012 ballot. The Bonds do not affect the budget crisis over the next 4-5 years as the Bonds won’t be sold until around 2015.

Audubon did not have capacity to analyze all of the issues over the last 25 years, but focused on the birds of the Delta, and on birds that feed on fishes. Audubon wanted to make sure that existing habitat values for birds were not degraded in restoring for fish or other plants or animals. This is important in light of climate change. Delta will be important for migratory birds because it will have water.  

Sierra Club, Planning and Conservation League, Friends of the River, CBD, hard core farm groups opposed the bills.
Audubon California feels that the bills are a significant step forward, but are a compromise. The bills in September were more aggressive than the bills that passed. 

We hope that the bills will do what we intended them to do.

Drew: If bonds aren’t sold until 2015, how will we get started?  Dan says that there is funding available now in Prop 84 etc. to get started. Also, little or no “fee issue” (raising of ratepayers fees) and environmentalists and Governor are looking at this.
BDCP (Bay Delta Conservation Plan) is to get a “take” permit to export water. 

Delta Bay Commission will make the decision of whether there will be an alternate conveyance such as a peripheral canal. 


Question: Is there anything in the bill that weakens CEQA or CEQA litigation?  Dan: No, I am not aware of it. Every storage project, for instance, has to go through the CEQA process. 

Temperance Flat (Fresno County), Sites Reservoir (Colusa), Los Vacaros (Contra Costa County) are three main dams that the storage advocates want. 

Question: Will the bond provide an opportunity for Chapter Audubon-at-Home programs? Answer: BWR will be putting out bond guidelines for entities to compete for, and programs could possibly include water conservation and native plant programs.
Question: Is desalination in the Bond? Answer: NO.

Question: Does Audubon have a position on desalination? Answer: NO. We don’t think they are economically feasible, and if they have an impact on BIRDS we will be looking closely at that.

Future Legislative Priorities

Dan asked for input on future priorities although he is considering:

-Lead 

-Salton Sea

MARINE LIFE PROTECTION ACT

Dave Weeshoff of San Fernando Valley Audubon and Audubon California’s Anna Weinstein have been invited to the February 20, 2010 SoCAL Council meeting to report on the final decision of the Blue Ribbon Panel on Marine Protected Areas in Southern California. LA Audubon, El Dorado Audubon, Palos Verdes/South Bay and Sea & Sage Audubon worked with Audubon California on advocating for the Marine Areas that deserved the most protection in Southern California for seabirds.
CHAPTER TERRITORIES and MEMBERSHIPS

Chris Redfern reported on the Audubon California Board, and the Chapter Committee:

The Chapter Committee of Audubon California Board has obtained data from National Audubon that shows that approximately 30-40% of the members of Audubon are not assigned to a chapter because they 1) requested not to be; 2) are outside of the 30 mile service area proscribed by National Audubon for chapters; or 3) there was a time period when every person making a gift to Audubon CA was coded as such by Development. At current membership estimates in California varying from 30,000 to 50,000, this accounts for between 12,000 to 20,0000 members of Audubon in California that may  not be assigned to a chapter.

Should chapters expand or change their zip code assigned territories? Can chapters service or communicate with the unassigned members? How do chapter memberships overlap with zip code assigned territories?  How does this affect SoCAL chapters? Help the Chapter Committee report to the Board with recommendations on chapter territory zip codes and Audubon members.
Chris also reported that 

· there was a field trip to Tubbs Island in San Pablo Bay where Audubon is doing restoration prior to the meeting

· there was a presentation of another Bay Area restoration of Aramburu Island in Richardson Bay thanks to a million dollar mitigation grant.  
· Wendy Puling is the new Chair of the Board. Wendy is the Director of Environmental Policy for PG&E. 
· Two new Board members are joining from Southern California: Susan Gottlieb from Los Angeles who has G2 Gallery in Venice that benefits environmental groups, and filmmaker Wes Craven.  
· Conservation Committee is hopefully presenting an energy policy for ratification at the December 4, 2009 Board meeting. Dan Taylor reported that he was confident there would be a general policy to present to the Board. 
· Golden Gate Audubon gave a presentation at the Board meeting on how they recruit new members through field trips and adult education programs. 
· Chris asked for all SoCAL chapters to contact him if there are any conservation or policy issues that need to go to the State level.

Jess reported that the National Audubon Board met in September and he led an effort to reinstate Collaborative Funding grant program which was cut from the budget. Jess is trying to form a Chapter Committee on the Board and a standing sub-committee. He is forming a cohesive group of Regional Directors on the Board as a sub-committee as they are currently a caucus. Most of the efforts in Columbus focused around money. National is back in a deficit. Chair of Investment Committee has guided National Audubon investments so that they declined much less than other non-profit funds. Drew commented that it is ironic that Audubon has to cut policy staff when we have a convivial President and Congress.
Disclaimer: NOTES are taken by Garry George quickly. The accuracy is approximate.  

